
Easter Newsletter 2019 

 

As I lie in bed I can, through a transom window in our bedroom, just see the top of a tree outside. 

This last week, for the first time this year, I was greeted one bright morning by the sight of two 

small birds perching there and calling. And it felt like Spring. 

 

It was a gentle reminder that the sun does come back; that light follows dark; and that new life 

can flourish where once had seemingly been barren. It’s not by accident that we keep the feast of 

Easter at this same time of the year. In its own way, all of creation is an expression of the 

profound thing that God is doing. 

 

There is an inextricable relationship between Love, and Life, and New Life. Because God is 

consummately loving, God is also creative, and life giving. And the life God creates is one which 

itself can learn to love, and so become creative and life-giving in turn. 

 

That is the story of Easter: that God is never overwhelmed by the fear, or anger, or hate which 

seek to deny life and love; and so neither is the Spirit within us. 

 

That is something we learn over the course of our own lifetimes, as we share our lives with our 

families, our friends, and our communities. We face ups and downs; we come into conflict, and 

we make peace again; we struggle, we learn, and we grow. But all the while we are an Easter 

people, a people who dream of what yet may be, a people who live in hope, a people who are 

inspired by the best of what life may bring. 

 

And… learning those lessons… we are also a people who teach that way of life to others. The 

Jesus whom death could not conquer is the same Jesus who told his disciples, “Go and do 

likewise; be peacemakers; love one another as I have loved you!” 

 

This Easter I will be praying for peace in South Sudan. I find it the most inspiring witness that, 

after five years of devastating civil war in South Sudan, President Salva Kiir and opposition 

leader Riek Machar have agreed to meet at the Vatican. They are there by invitation of the Pope 

and the Archbishop of Canterbury, who have worked together to bring these leaders into a space 

of prayer and reflection, so that - at least for a short time - they can live together, share meals 

together, pray together, and discuss together the best future for their land. My prayer is that they 

will find a common vision that honours and respects the dignity of all the citizens of their 

country. 

 

My prayer is also that we will do the same. Because, in our own way, each of us is called to live 

the same kind of witness in the communities we share. We are brothers and sisters in Christ; we 

are fellow members of All Saints; we are residents of Southern Georgian Bay; and citizens of 

Canada. And we are those who know that genuine Love - for all those bound to us - needs to be 

life-giving… just as is God’s love for us. May that be the Spirit we strive to share with the world 

not only this Easter; but through the course of this year; the rest of our lives; and generation to 

generation. 

 

A blessed Easter to you all, 

Fr Doug. 

 

 



 

Holy Week Worship 
 

Palm Sunday - Sunday April 14
th

 

Combined Service 9:30am 

A Visit from the Bishop - The Right Reverend Peter DeC. Fenty 

 

Wednesday April 17
th 

 

10am Holy Communion followed by Bible Study 

Seder Supper – 5:30pm (by ticket only) 

 

Maundy Thursday 

 A Service of Tenebrae - Thursday April 18
th

 - 7pm 

 

Good Friday  

Friday April 19
th 

- 10am 

 

Holy Saturday – Choral Evensong - A Service of Light  
April 20

th
 - 5pm 

 

Easter Services 
Easter Sunday Services  

Sunday April 21
st
 - 8:30am & 10:30am 

 

Second Sunday of Easter and Pageant Sunday  

April 28
th 

-
 
8:30am - Holy Eucharist  

10:30am with the Celebration of the Resurrection 

A light lunch to follow after the 10:30am service 

 


