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Welcome back to our weekly newsletter!   

This week we have messages from Father Doug, Elaine Cunningham on behalf of the wardens, 

from Susan Scouten highlighting the most recent Friendship Dinner outreach and from Keiko 

with an update on music!  As well, Sharon Goldsworthy has put the link to the Easter pageant 

video from last year on Facebook and for those who do not have access to it please check the 

church website for a link.  These messages help us reflect on how things can change that are 

beyond our control…it also reminds us of how difficult it is not being able to celebrate the joy-

ous Easter message together as a church.  

We are living in trying times these days.   
Some people say the world has never seen the struggles that are taking place worldwide.  The 

Covid 19 pandemic has devastated the world economy but more importantly it has caused thou-

sands of deaths with hundreds of thousands people at risk.  Here in our town our leaders and 

citizens have listened and followed the directions of our Prime Minister, our Premier and our 

health authorities for social distancing and self isolation.  

But imagine living 102 years ago, when communications and medical technology were far dif-

ferent.  On October 17, 1918, while WW1 was still lingering, an emergency meeting was called 

in Collingwood, in order to organize volunteers to deal with a most serious crisis….”the Great 

Flu Epidemic” of 1918, also referred to as the Spanish flu. (but please don’t blame the Span-

iards as a current world leader does today regarding Covid 19 and its origins!).  This influenza 

arrived in North America and made its way to Collingwood.  The volunteers at this meeting 

were part of the “emergency health auxiliary” and training was held for volunteer nurses and 

people in the community donated blankets, cots and other items to create a make-shift hospital 

in the Parish Hall at All Saints’ Church.  Miss Ethel Mae Dawson became the director of this 

operation.  Schools, churches and meeting places were closed and people were told not to 

gather in groups…in addition, citizens were to avoid needless crowding; smother coughs and 

sneezes, breathe through their noses not their mouths and to remember the 3 c’s—clean mouth, 

clean skin, clean clothes! 

   

By October 31 a number of citizens had died and hundreds of people in Collingwood were ill 

from the flu.  With the diligence of the medical personnel and the cooperation of the towns peo-

ple, a proclamation was made on November 21, 1918…”the Town is in full swing…not only 

has victory been achieved in Europe but the rages of the flu has passed!”  The order prohibiting 

public gatherings was revoked!  

All Saints’ Alive April 17 2020 1 

We must remain positive and optimistic that our lives will change for the better sooner rather 

than later.  We must stay the course and maintain our isolation and social distancing in the 

meantime.  Good things come to good people as the saying goes!  Perhaps we, too, will receive 

an order re-instating public gatherings sooner rather than later!  



Once again our Friendship Dinner team provided wonderful dinner for parishioners and 

friends of All Saints’.  On Wednesday 100 take-out meals were prepared and given out.  The 

menu was KFC chicken, coleslaw, minestrone soup, dinner rolls and cookies.  The committee is 

so appreciative of the monetary donations received.  This outreach effort could not be done 

without this collective effort! 

 

Next week the menu is spaghetti and homemade meat balls, garlic bread, fresh veggies and des-

sert.  This meal is being prepared because of the dedication of Susan, Albert, Pam, Kathi, 

Robert, Penny and Anthony ……we are so fortunate in this uncertain time to have dedicated 

individuals who do wonderful things because  they want to help others!  Isn’t that what we have 

been told as Christians?  I think we understand and are practicing such!!!! 

 

If you would like to pre-order a meal for next Wednesday please contact the church to book a 

meal…if you wish to have it delivered mention that as well…we have two delivery services to 

take to your front door.   
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The power of technology is amazing and Keiko is conducting ukulele rehearsals on-line.  

Now she would like to invite more people to join the group.  “Ukulele Challenge” is this new 

group of beginners.  For more information please contact Keiko at keikokuepfer@gmail.com  

Keiko is also interested in trying a hymn sing session on- line.  To join this group you would 

need an email address and an account with Zoom (free of cost)….for more information please 

contact Keiko at the above email address. 

Signs of the Times!!! 

 

These are signs outside churches….. 

 

“If you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep…talk to the shepherd!” 

 

“Seven days without prayer makes one weak!” 

 

“Forbidden fruit creates many jams!” 

 

And….. 

“To err is human but to blame it on someone else is even more human!!!”  

In these trying times let us all pray for our family, our friends and those who we can’t al-

ways see on a regular basis….let us reach out to those who may need a reassuring phone 

call or email….let us also reach out to those who may need our support in acquiring gro-

ceries or medicine or other items….for all of us, this is unchartered territory…we must 

protect ourselves but also be cognizant of the needs of others… 

Lord, help us to recognize both the needs of others ….and to live each day for your  

pleasure!  
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To All the Saints’ of All Saints, 

Between travel quarantine and social distancing and lockdowns, I have now spent four weeks at 

home. My family and I have settled into something of a daily routine, which is what the experts 

assure us is an important part of staying sane through this experience! 

 

The children have regular schoolwork sent to them online, and they engage with their school 

friends online to get it done. But they miss being with their friends. They miss dance. They miss 

skating. 

 

Vanessa spends time on the ‘home schooling’ with them, and her high school mathematics and 

english teacher training of years back has been helpful; and she is knitting me a beautiful jersey; 

and she still works some reduced hours at Starbucks - so is able to get out and see people. 

 

And I have been through my own ‘learn as you go’ crash course in video production and edit-

ing, exploring ways for us to worship as a community through this time of keeping distant. But 

I also meet online with the wardens, and the ukulele group, and the clergy of our region, and the 

leaders of local outreach organisations; and I visit the Wednesday night Friendship Dinners to 

chat (from a distance) with those collecting meals for their families. 

 

So we’re making do, without feeling cut off, which the experts assure us is important too! 

 

I hope that you are all managing the same. 

 

To try and help, this is what I will be working on for the next few weeks: 

 

With many of our daily activities reduced, creating a structure for a daily routine can be hard. 

But, with many of our daily activities reduced, now is also a good time to rediscover an ancient 

practice of structuring our daily routine around times of prayer! The ancient Liturgy of the 

Hours, based on psalm 118 and 119: “Seven times a day I praise you,” and “At midnight I rise 

to praise you,” had eight structured prayers throughout the day. Modern practice has reduced 

that to four: morning prayer, midday prayer, evening prayer, and compline. Why not make at 

least one of those part of your own daily routine? To help, I will be making video versions of 

those prayers available on our website, for you to use at your own convenience, adding your 

own prayers and readings to the service. John will let you know through this newsletter as they 

become available. 

 

And secondly, so that we don’t feel too isolated, we will be trying some online gatherings to-

gether. If you would like to be part of a co-ordinated parish online social, please let Nancy have 

your email address and an approximate day and time that would be convenient for you. We’ll 

be using Zoom, which is free and relatively easy. I’ve been in structured Zoom meetings  
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with thirty or more people - and that has worked quite well. But for social gatherings, which 

involve more chatting, fewer people are better. So we’ll be working out a schedule of online 

chats, which is why it would be helpful to know an approximate best day and time for everyone. 

The sooner Nancy can get an invitation list together, the sooner we can start… so RSVP and 

let’s see what happens! 

 

Otherwise, keep praying: for our Friendship Dinner, now held weekly, and for those who pre-

pare it, and for those who are fed; pray for one another, and for our wardens, and for our staff, 

and for Sharon and myself; pray for medical workers, and for their families, and for their pa-

tients; pray for essential workers, and for their families; pray for our leaders, and for our world. 

 

And remember that in all things… God is with us. 

Fr Doug 

Wardens’ Report (for ASA April 17/2020) 

 

Wardens’ Updates 

 

As we move from Holy Week to Easter Week and beyond, the Wardens and Father Doug con-

tinue to hold weekly digital meetings to keep the affairs of All Saints’ Anglican in good order.   

 

 We are continuing to discuss improvements in internal procedures and areas of ministry 

responsibilities. Once finalized, Nancy will provide a detailed listing, but in the mean-

time we are happy to report that Kathi Wilkinson has taken on ‘Property’ and Rob Potter 

has ‘Finance’.  Former Warden John Kirby has agreed to be the Rectory Liaison, and 

former Warden Marg Thompson has assured us she is only a phone call away.  

 Some issues are temporarily on the ‘back burner’; the rescheduling/re-planning of can-

celled dates and events represent one type of such issues.  

 Charles Barnes, the church’s valued treasurer, is prepared to submit our application for 

the wage supplement as soon as the application is ready on the Canada Revenue Agency 

website.   

 Father Doug continues to create on-line services with his technical skills and with his 

usual enriched homilies, so that we may all stay connected to our church and to our 

faith.  He is also working to ensure our outreach widens for parishioners and the greater 

community.   

 Our staff are busy with projects such as the stripping of old floor wax, improving the 

website, and, under Keiko’s direction, keeping up with the music ministry. 

 

Community Friendship Dinner Take-Out 

There are no words to express our thanks to Susan Scouten’s entire team for changing what 

used to be a monthly sit-down friendship dinner into a weekly take-out one.  This requires de-

tailed planning, knowledge of regulations, and considerable work.  The details will astound and 

possibly change the future of friendship dinner planning.  Susan has been approached about and 

has agreed to providing a report for a future ASA.  
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Churches Remain Closed 

 A big thanks to those who continue to donate to the church even though there are no 

Sunday services.  

 I remember it was only the first week of March when the Bishop of Toronto cancelled 

the use of the chalice.  Then we quickly moved from limiting groups of people to 250, 

then 50 and then 5!  As churches closed, we stayed home but reached out, relying on 

social media as never before.  And so it will continue.  And who can predict for how 

long?   

  

For faith inspiration, watch Bishop Asbil’s Easter sermon tying the story of Easter with COVID 

19. (https://www.toronto.anglican.ca) Or, simply recite either of our creeds, slowly and deliber-

ately.   

 

Elaine Cunningham 

Deputy Rector’s Warden 
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