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“When Irish eyes are smiling 

Sure t’is like the morn in spring 

In the lilt of Irish laughter 

You can hear the angels sing 

When Irish hearts are happy 

All the world seems bright and gay 

And when Irish eyes are smiling 

Sure, they steal your heart away.” 

 

Our hearts were stolen in March of 1992 when 

the Reverend Canon Thomas (Tom) Crawford 

officially became the incumbent at All Saints’.  

And our hearts have been captured with Father 

Tom for the past 28 years!  On May 4th, our 

good friend made the next step in his journey 

“for God’s pleasure”. 

 

Tom and Nancy moved to Collingwood in the 

spring of 1992.  Appointed by the Bishops, 

Tom came into a parish that was in need of 

healing.  It didn’t take long for parishioners to 

warm up to his warm, outgoing and generous 

personality.  Nancy, too, enhanced our church 

community. 

 

This two year interim appointment has lasted 28 years!  Cannon Tom has been a resource, a confidant 

and a friend to priests and parishioners alike over all these years!  I had the pleasure of being a warden 

when he first arrived.  In twenty-eight years I never ever heard or saw Tom upset, or raise his voice or 

say anything negative about a person.  I had the privilege of attending meetings every Saturday morn-

ing with Tom.  Terry Benbow and I attended these meetings in the sanctuary and Father Tom, (at the 

time—he was made a Canon in the church in 1994), taught a couple of “new” Anglicans, the essential 

liturgy of serving in the administration of Prayers of the People and Chalice Bearers. 

  

He shared with us “his” mantra for life…the aim of a Christian is “to live each and every day for God’s 

pleasure!”  Truly, last Monday, the gates were wide open for this Irish Canadian saint! God Bless the 

soul of the Reverend Canon Thomas H. Crawford Venerable Archdeacon, beloved husband, father, 

grandfather and friend to all! 

 

Please remember in your prayers Nancy, Kathleen, Patrick and Kevin, John, Keri and grandchildren, 

Kyle, Jack, Devin, Anthony, Austin and Maya.  
 

Please click on the following link and check out the Youtube video of Roger Whittaker singing "When 

Irish Eyes Are Smiling" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FTXIgf7-Fk  
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Our newsletter this week contains the following information: 
Information from the International Dinner Committee, our Green Team, our Wardens’ Update, 

a notice regarding Church Groups, Susan’s report on another very successful Friendship Din-

ner, Keiko’s report on music in the church, a report from a dear friend and member of All 

Saints’. Please remember to check out our website at www.allsaintscollingwood.com to access 

Father Doug’s Sunday sermons, Keiko and members of our congregation…all together but 

separate, thanks to Father Doug’s technical expertise!!!  Our website also has other important 

information and is updated daily!  Please refer to it for news at All Saints’.   As well, for more 

information about Canon Tom please refer to Mary Lou Dunn’s history of All Saints’, Priests, 

Pulpit and People….a History of All Saints’ Church…copies still available through the church 

office.  And finally, a special birthday greeting goes out to our good friend and parishioner, 

Terry White who celebrates a significant birthday this weekend!  He will be between 79 and 81 

on his birthday!  Best wishes Terry!!!  

Friendship Dinner 
This past Wednesday, Chef Susan planned and 

cooked the take-out meal, with the expert assis-

tance of Albert, Penny, Kathi and Robert.  Three 

delivery people, John, Sharon and Ron delivered 

39 takeout bags to those who were unable to pick 

the meals up.  Father Doug, Rev. Sharon and 

Anthony greeted people in the pick-up line, from 

a distance!  The menu was vegetable quiche, 

roasted red potatoes, spring mix salad, dinner 

roll and dessert.  We served 117 recipients and 

donated 7 meals for a total of 124! 

 

Next week’s meal on May 13th will be stew, rice, 

salad, dinner roll and a special dessert that is be-

ing donated by “Bad Vegan!” 

 

Remember to call the church if you would like to 

pre-order a takeout meal or have it delivered.  

We stapled a card to the bag so if you know 

someone who would benefit from a meal please 

give them the card! 

 

Again thanks to all the people who donate money to help make these takeout meals a success!   

Susan Scouten, Coordinator of Community Friendship Dinners at All Saints’ Anglican Church  
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Keiko and the Uke’s and the Chamber choir are still very busy with their 

music….together yet apart!!!  Keiko has been working with three groups this past week—our 

Ukulele Challenge group, the Ukulele Beginners, Musician Chatting Room and the Chamber 

Choir Hymn Sing!  See the photos below!  

From our good friend, Sandra Girdle…. 
“Hello to my All Saints’ friends. I hope you are all 

doing well!  I remember all of you fondly….I re-

turned to All Saints’ the year Father Tom Crawford 

was retiring and over the years I served as an inter-

cessor, lay reader, choir member and in many other 

roles .  Probably, most famously…I was the dish-

washer for breakfast and coffee hour clean up and 

for special dinners!  I miss the fun spirit in the 

kitchen.  I was working to get out to church for 

Easter but alas, the church was closed.  Best wishes 

everyone!”  Sandra Girdle 

 

Ed. note…..we are so grateful for all that Sandra 

has done at All Saints’ and we wish her the very 

best and hope to see her soon in the pews at All 

Saints’.   
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Marg Thompson shared with us something that could happen 

when we are allowed to go back to church!!  See below!  

Group Leaders 
I know things have been a bit crazy, however it is really important that we keep in contact with 

as many parishioners as possible to let them know that we are still operating in some kind of 

capacity, and give them an opportunity to join in. 

  

Please email allsaintschurch@bmts.com or call 705-445-3841 the church office the dates and 

times that any of your groups are meeting online or at a social distance so I can post this on the 

Website, in the Sunday Worship Resources and Announcement Bulletin etc... 

The words at the beginning of this week’s newsletter are from the song, “When Irish Eyes are 

Smiling”, written in 1912 by Chauncey Olcott and George Croff Jr.  I encourage you to google 

Youtube for this song, recorded by Roger Whittaker in the 1990’s.  

When Tom’s “Irish eyes were smiling”…they did steal “our hearts away!”  

This song and this newsletter is dedicated to our most beloved Canon Tom…..rest in peace Fa-

ther Tom, a good and most faithful servant!  

 

A man who lived each day for God’s pleasure!  
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WARDENS’ WEEKLY UPDATE, MAY 8, 2020 

 

Here are a few highlights from our recent ZOOM meeting this week: 

 

Governmental subsidies - Charles Barnes, our Church treasurer, has continually been updating himself 

and Wardens on all governmental aid programs currently available. These include wage subsidies, Rectory 

rental subsidies and others which are applicable to All Saints’ and to which applications can be made. 

 

E-transfers - Once Charles has all the details with the bank worked out this week parishioners should be 

able to make E-transfer donations directly through email to All Saints’. An email will be sent out soon 

from Nancy when this will be ready to begin.  

 

WIFI HOTSPOT - Father Doug has been experimenting with different options to make this available 

from All Saints’ to those in our Community who do not have internet access. Acquisition of the internet 

cable and assembly kits has been difficult due to backorders but he will continue to investigate alternative 

options to make this happen. 

 

Parishioners without Internet Access - Elaine Cunningham has compiled a list of names and addresses of 

parishioners who do not have internet access and are unable to receive information provided in the weekly 

All Saints’ Alive newsletters.  This list will be shared with Nancy and weekly mailings of the newsletters 

will be sent out to those parishioners from the Church office to keep them connected and informed. 

 

Virtual Staff Meeting - All Saints’ staff will be invited to join a ZOOM staff meeting with the Wardens 

Monday morning at 10am. Monday, May 11th. This will give staff and Wardens an opportunity to keep 

connected and discuss issues and provide updates related to the Church closure due to COVID-19. 

 

Community Gardens - Members of the Green Team have been busy the past week roto-tilling, preparing 

the soil and planting vegetable seeds and plants. In addition, due to possible frost and anticipated colder 

weather, precautions were made to save the plants by covering the raised beds with tarps. The choice of 

vegetables was planned on Susan Scouten’s recommendation for produce needed to supplement the 

Weekly Takeout Dinners, Friendship Dinners and other programs in the future.  
 

Submitted by Kathi Wilkiinson on behalf of the Warden’s 

International Dinner Committee 

At the Vestry meeting this February, the International Dinner Committee 

had reported that they were planning to hold a “ROAD to MOROCCO 

“evening on June 13th, in the Parish Hall.  That event was to have been 

similar to the many “International Dinners” of the past several years: a 

fundraising event, including a Moroccan dinner, entertainment, silent auc-

tion, and cash bar. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, we will not be 

able to stage that event on that date. It is our hope to be able to do so later in the year, as we are 

all anxious to get together and enjoy each other’s company , and support our beautiful Church 

at the same time. Until we can get together, we pray that we may all enjoy good health, and 

good cheer!                                                      

Submitted by Jim Cunningham on behalf of the International Dinner Committee 
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