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ALL SAINTS’ ALIVE 
The Weekly Newsletter of All Saints’ Anglican Church 

Collingwood’s Welcoming Haven of Support, Care, Outreach and Inspiration 

Friday July 17, 2020 

 

Welcome back to our weekly church newsletter.  In this edition we include the Wardens’ Weekly report from Kathi 

Wilkinson, a music report from Keiko, Father Doug’s request to “the Saints of All Saints” which was sent out earlier 

this week, birthday announcements, and some “food for thought” from Charles Plumb.  

 

 
 

Charles Plumb was a US Navy pilot and served during the Vietnamese War.  After 75 missions his plane was de-

stroyed by a missile and he ejected from the plane and parachuted behind enemy lines.  He was captured and spent 6 

years in a Vietnamese prison.  He survived the ordeal and now lectures from that experience. 

 

One day he and his wife were sitting in a restaurant and man came up to him and said, “you’re Plumb!  You flew jet 

fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier and were shot down. 

” 

“Yes”, replied Plumb…”but how did you know that?” 

 

“I packed your parachute”, the man replied. 

 

Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. 

 

“I guess it worked!” said the man. 

 

“It sure did.  If your chute hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be here today”, said Plumb. 

 

Plumb later thought about this chance meeting.  “I kept wondering what he had looked like in a Navy uniform…I 

wonder how many times I might have seen him and not even said “good morning”.  I was a fighter pilot and he was 

a sailor.  I wonder how many hours he had spent in the bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and fold-

ing the silks of each parachute, each time holding in his hands, the fate of someone he didn’t know. 

 

In his addresses these days, Plumb asks his audiences, “Who’s packing your parachute.  Everyone has someone who 

provides what they need to make it through the day.  I needed many kinds of parachutes when my plane was shot 

down.  I needed a physical chute, a mental chute, emotional and spiritual chutes as well”. 

In these challenging days we may miss what is really important.  We may fail to say hello, say please or thank you, 

congratulate someone, or just do something nice for no particular reason.  As you go through this coming week, try 

to recognize those people who pack your parachutes. 

 

I am including this in the newsletter as a way of saying thank you for packing my parachute to those who may read 

this.  And I hope you will send it to those who have helped pack your parachute in some way. 

 

We pray for our family, our friends, for all whom we love…Lord, help us to live each day for your pleasure. 

 

Birthday greetings go out this week to Joyce Atkinson and Kate Sheldon and a belated birthday greeting to Warden Elaine 

Cunningham.  We wish them all a most wonderful birthday celebration!!!   



To the Saints of All Saints’ 

 

Please read this, and please write back to Nancy in the office to help us 

out: allsaintschurch@bmts.com 

 

The summer break is upon us. But this year, instead of winding things down for a couple of 

months, we are ramping them up! 

 

The Diocese of Toronto has released its guidelines and requirements for running 'in person' 

church services again, and has given us an opening date: 13 September 2020. 

 

As you can imagine, church in September will not look like church back in March. Distancing 

guidelines will be followed; there will be fewer people in church at any time; and extensive 

cleaning will happen between services. 

 

All of which means that our planning must reconsider how many services we can run on a Sun-

day; how much time we must leave between them; and whether we offer alternate days for ser-

vices as well. 

 

There are no precedents for us to follow, so there is a fair bit of guesswork involved. But you 

can help us make that a little more accurate! 

 

Please give some thought to whether you plan on attending services again in September, or 

whether you are likely to wait for a while before coming back to church, and let us know. You 

can change your mind at any time, but having a rough target will help us do better planning. 

Also, as service times may well have to change, please let us know what sort of times might be 

convenient for you, and if there is any time after which you would probably not come to a ser-

vice. And if we offered services on other days (perhaps Saturday afternoon or evening) would 

that be something you might consider? 

 

If there is anything else you think our planning should take into account, please let us know that 

too. 

 

Thank you, and God be with all of you. 

 

Fr Doug 
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WEEKLY WARDENS UPDATE July 15, 2020 

 

Father Doug and the Wardens met with custodial and office staff on July 13/20 to discuss ongoing Church busi-

ness and begin planning for the re-opening of All Saints’ in September. Keiko was absent due to her trip to Japan 

to spend time with family. Recognition was given for her numerous contributions to the musical programs at All 

Saints’ during these past few months. 

 

CHURCH MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

Interior and exterior maintenance and cleaning has been ongoing with the support and assistance of Albert 

Scouten and Jimmy Kelly.  

 

Outside, AM Roofing is scheduled to repair the section of the Church roof resulting from the removal of the 

chimney (which was necessary due to safety concerns.) The cross is being safely stored inside the Church until it 

is reinstated at a future date. 

 

Many of the upper windows are in need of painting and David Trafford is scheduled to begin prepping this week 

and also Albert plans to paint the remaining lower windows this summer.  

 

We are grateful for the time they both spent last year beginning this onerous task. Jimmy has been diligent in his 

efforts to give the Rectory fence a new fresh coat of paint. 

   

Ryan’s Masonry plans to complete the parging, stonework and necessary masonry repairs on the Church building 

by mid August. Rainbowmakers Windows has ordered the replacement window protecting the stain glass on Ste. 

Marie Street and Vandolders Windows has ordered the custom kitchen window expecting it to be installed in the 

fall. Now that the Ste. Marie Street Church Entrance concrete steps and walk have been replaced a new handrail 

will be installed by Collingwood SteelWorks. 

 

All in all the Church will certainly be in great shape for the fall re-opening… both inside and out! 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Details have been finalized for the August 9th Outdoor Worship Service which is planned to take place at the An-

glican Cemetery at 9:30 a.m. The rain date is scheduled for the following Sunday, August 16th if necessary. Pa-

rishioners are asked to bring chairs to this event. Father Doug and the Wardens certainly look forward to this oc-

casion when we can all meet safely together again. 

  

COMMUNICATION  

The Wardens with the assistance of Nancy in the Church office plan to continue keeping parishioners notified of 

updated Church information through emails, postings on the Church website and weekly submissions to the All 

Saints’ Alive newsletters. We welcome your suggestions and comments, especially without having regular con-

tact during the Church closure. 

 

CHURCH RE-OPENING 

Elaine Cunningham continues to provide regular updates on the planned procedures for the return of worship ser-

vices beginning on September 13 and 16 and following weeks. With restricted seating available due to social dis-

tancing guidelines it is necessary for parishioners to pre-register for each worship service they plan to attend. This 

will certainly allow us to comply with the Diocesan protocols recently outlined for each Parish to follow. 

   

Your support is certainly appreciated as we prepare the plans to return to worship together again at All Saints’.  

 

Submitted by Kathi Wilkinson People’s Warden 
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Summer Office Hours – Monday – Thursday 9am – 3pm 

Nancy is on vacation Tuesday August 4 till Friday August 7 

Worship Resources and Announcements 

Please have articles for the Worship Resources Bulletin and Announcements for 

Sunday August 2nd, and 9th submitted to the office by Wednesday July 29th 10am at 

allsaintschurch@bmts.com    

mailto:allsaintschurch@bmts.com

