
Wardens’ Report 

As we approach a re-opening of our church, one cannot help but reflect on Father Doug’s sermon of creation 

as outlined in the Book of Genesis.  For me not being schooled in theology, when members of the public 

question our faith in God because of the pandemic, I tell them my faith is based on science.  While I believe 

that science can do so much for us, I don’t believe that science explains creation.  I think if I put on a self-

contained space suit and went into a room with nothing (no matter, no light, no sound, no gravity), and tried 

to create a universe in that room, I would fail completely.  Even the great physicist Stephen Hawking 

claimed there was guidance in creation.  Despite the many problems in the world, we need to keep our faith, 

and celebrate it. 
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Welcome to another edition of our All Saints’ Newsletter!  This Sunday we celebrate “Pentecost”, a Christian church 

holiday which commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus while they 

were in Jerusalem.  This is a significant observance in our Christian faith as it represents the beginning of the Chris-

tian church and fulfills Jesus’ promise that God would send the Holy Spirit to His people. 

 

This Sunday, All Saints’ welcomes parishioners (via zoom), from other churches in our Deanery.  Please join us for 

this combined service of worship and special music.  Keiko has been working with the choir and the ukulele group to 

record music for this Pentecost service. 

 

This weekend is also a long weekend but in reality, every weekend during Covid has seemed like a long weekend! 

The May 24th weekend has been described in various ways over the years…..Victoria Day, Firecracker Day, garden 

planting day, and May 2-4.  I’m sure there are other names but history still officially prevails.  By an Act of the British 

Parliament in 1901, Queen Victoria’s birthday day was declared a holiday.  The holiday doesn’t always fall on the ex-

act birthdate.  It is usually the closest Monday to May 24th.    Sandra Girdle shared a brief poem from childhood.. 

The twenty-four of May 

Is the Queen’s birthday 

If we don’t get a holiday 

We’ll all run away!” 

So call it what you may!  Have a most wonderful May 24th! 

 

Susan Scouten shares with us her summary regarding “Entrées-to-Go”.  Please consider donation to the Community 

Outreach Food programme.  Tax deductible !!!  Find out more information in Susan’s report. 

 

All Saints' musicians have had a very busy week with recording sessions for upcoming Pentecost Sunday Service. 10 

instrumentalists and 5 singers have recorded the special music on their own at home. They submitted a total of 37 

song files digitally - what technology skills we have adopted in the past year!? It worked perfectly - my Dropbox, 

iCloud & Google Drive were filled up but my computer was able to manage it! 

 

Also the sanctuary was booked for three days and our artistic director Bill and his assistant Rev. Doug helped 6 sing-

ers for recording a total 21 songs - all the participants strictly followed the guidelines and it was safely done. Thank 

you everyone who participated in this project. 58 individual recordings will be edited into 3 virtual choir videos by 

Doug's magic hands and presented in the on-line service on May 23rd at 9:30am! 

 

Warden Rob Potter has included an update on our church activities and news and shares with us an important message 

regarding faith!  Please see his report below. 
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“Please pray for these people during the week” Ayako Yoden, Gord M, Jill Foster, Dave 

Foster, Hilary Astley, Brenda Teeter, Bob Teeter, Michelle A, Sandra Girdle, Susan Plomer-

Truffa, Ruth Wallace, Kathy Martin, Mary Ratensperger, John Crust, John Heinrich, Marga-

ret Godwin, Pam Muir, Mike, Chris, Winona Waring, Shirley Normore, Bob Normore, Paul 

Hurst, Bob, Linda Lampman, Ed Lampman, Ann Farrell.  

In terms of promoting our return, Warden Kathi working with our ASA editor John Kirby, has organized 

several ads to promote our church.  Ads will be forthcoming in The Connection, Collingwood Today, The 

Anglican and Toronto Anglican.  Due to a generous donation, the cost of these ads to our church will be 

minimal.  Hopefully soon we will be able to warmly welcome not only familiar faces back, but new ones 

too. 
 

We continue to work on the sale of the excess cemetery land and redevelopment of the rectory.  Of course 

anything worthwhile takes time, and certainly the roadblocks to this project are immense.  Huge thank you 

to Ron Emo and all working on this project.  They deserve many kudos. 
 

Thank you to Migs Baker for stepping up to lead the Advisory Board.  Migs has been secretary before, and 

will make an excellent chair. 
 

We are very pleased that the Town of Collingwood Heritage Committee has approved paying 50% of the 

cost of replacing five storm windows on the church.  Work will be done this summer. 
 

Stay safe 
 

Submitted by Rob Potter  

Continued from page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember your invitation to the Faithworks celebration on May 28th.  An information poster is included in this 

newsletter. 

 

We send belated birthday greetings to Joy Gardiner who celebrated her birthday on May 14th.  As well we wish Susan 

Leat a happy birthday on May 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

Last evening Daniel Vnukowski, Artist Director for the Collingwood Summer Music Festival, held an on-line infor-

mation evening, to introduce some of the participants of this July’s Festival.  One of the musicians performing last 

evening was Jaden Benabdeslan, a thirteen year old piano student of Keiko’s.  Jaden has been studying the piano for 

just 18 months.  All Saints’ Alive congratulates Jaden and her teacher Keiko!  Ed. Note.  You may remember Daniel 

from the benefit concerts he and Keiko did three years ago at our church.  As well, Jaden was a member of the Song-

birds who performed at many concerts at All Saints’. 

 

In your prayers this week, please remember those people on our church prayer list.  We pray for their caregivers and 

all those who assist others during these difficult times.  We pray for all who call All Saints their spiritual home.  We 

remember our families and our friends.  Lord, help us to live each day for your pleasure! 
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Continued from page 2 

 

We close our newsletter this week with a story.  During these times, it is important that we take the time to contact our 

friends and include them in our thoughts and prayers.  My good friend Walter sent this to me….we exchange jokes 

and messages on a regular basis.  He explains why he forwards emails….  
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This explains why I forward jokes.   
 

A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying the scenery, when it suddenly oc-

curred to him that he was dead. 
 

He remembered dying, and that the dog walking beside him had been dead for years. He wondered where 

the road was leading them. 
 

After a while, they came to a high, white stone wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine marble. At 

the top of a long hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight. 
 

When he was standing before it he saw a magnificent gate in the arch that looked like mother-of-pearl, and 

the street that led to the gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog walked toward the gate, and as he got 

closer, he saw a man at a desk to one side. 
 

When he was close enough, he called out, 'Excuse me, where are we?' 
 

'This is Heaven, sir,' the man answered. 
 

'Wow! Would you happen to have some water?' the man asked. 
 

'Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some ice water brought right up.' 
 

The man gestured, and the gate began to open. 
 

'Can my friend,' gesturing toward his dog, 'come in, too?' the traveler asked. 
 

'I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.' 
 

The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way he had been going 

with his dog. 
 

After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a farm 

gate that looked as if it had never been closed. There was no fence. 
 

As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree and reading a book. 
 

'Excuse me!' he called to the man. 'Do you have any water?' 
 

'Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on in.' 

'How about my friend here?' the traveler gestured to the dog. 
 

'There should be a bowl by the pump.' 
 

They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump with a bowl beside it. 
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The traveler filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he gave some to the dog. 
 

When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the tree. 
 

'What do you call this place?' the traveler asked. 
 

'This is Heaven,' he answered. 
 

'Well, that's confusing,' the traveler said. 'The man down the road said that was Heaven, too.' 
 

'Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's hell.' 
 

'Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?' 
 

'No, we're just happy that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind.' 
 

Soooo ..Sometimes, we wonder why friends keep forwarding jokes to us without writing a word. Maybe this 

will explain. 
 

When you are very busy, but still want to keep in touch, guess what you do? You forward jokes. 
 

When you have nothing to say, but still want to keep contact, you forward jokes. 
 

When you have something to say, but don't know what, and don't know how, you forward jokes. 
 

Also to let you know that you are  still remembered ,  you are still important , you are still loved ,  you are 

still cared for,  guess what you get? 
 

A forwarded joke. 
 

So, next time if you get a joke, don't think that you've been sent just another forwarded joke, but that  you've 

been thought of today and your friend on the other end of your computer wanted to send you a smile. 
 

You are all welcome @ my water bowl anytime  

Continued from page 3 
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Entrées-to-Go Food Program 

May 9-15 - 85 + Single Serve Entrées were given out during the week, plus all the donated Cob's Bread. 

The next Community Take Out Dinner is Wednesday June 9th. This will be our first BBQ of the season.  

Please pre-order soon if you would like to pick up a take-out bag.  
 

Thank you to everyone who donates. There is now a locked mailbox at the church so Monetary dona-

tions can be dropped off safely at the church at any time and will keep the Entrees to Go program 

going and will help fund the monthly Friendship Take-Out Dinner. or E-Transfers now being ac-

cepted at the church. Check the website for details on how to donate.  
 

Susan Scouten is offering a frozen 'Entrées-to-Go' program for the other weeks of the month. Note that this 

is NOT a full meal, just the main course such as Cabbage Rolls on Rice,  Beef Cannelloni, Cheese Cannel-

loni, Meat Lasagna, Fish Burgers, Breaded Chicken Burgers, Veggie Burgers, Vegetable Lasagna, Cheese 

Cannelloni, Hamburgers or Cheeseburgers on a Gourmet Brioche Bun. Could you, or, someone you know 

benefit from an entrée once a week? 
  
Thanks so much. There is an information page for the Food Ministry on the church Website.  

www.allsaintscollingwood.com   
 

Here's how it all works: email sscouten1@gmail.com or call or text 705-441-1419 (Susan). In your email 

or text or phone message, indicate how many entrees and bread you require. Susan will reply and let you 

know what she has available. Pick up or delivery will be arranged with Susan.  

You are invited! 

Join our Celebration of 

 
Friday 28 May 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. on Zoom 

An Evening of Celebration and Appreciation 
 

Please register to join us: 

(To register, place the cursor (arrow) on the below link and left click. 

If this does not work, right click and then choose 'open hyperlink'.) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8htcFAkGSJWajj2Y1j0Rqg 
 

Programme 

Choral Evensong from All Saints' Church - Community Centre, Toronto 
 

Premiere showing of the FaithWorks 25th Anniversary video 
 

A Message from the Right Reverend Andrew Asbil, Bishop of Toronto 
 

Life on the Frontline - a visit with some Ministry Partners 
 

Appreciation and Recognition 
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