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Welcome to Advent! This Sunday marks the first day of the beginning of a new year in our church life. In
this newsletter Rev. Sharon has shared with us a very compelling account about Christian redemption as we
celebrate birth of Christ and our new church year. Her comments can be found below.
Saint’s Alive – Advent 2021
This coming Sunday, November 28th, marks the beginning of our Advent season. This is our
New Year’s – we start a new cycle of story – the story of redemption. Advent is a time of
preparation, to prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s coming to earth as God Emmanuel.
At Christmas we are reminded of the great gift that we received through the birth, life, crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. A celebration of a past event, but also Advent is a
call to look toward the Second Coming – with expectation and joy.
As a time of contemplation and reflection, Advent allows us the opportunity to consider all
the ways that we experience the advent of our God. He was born in a lowly stable, he lived
and ministered here on earth, and he continues to come to us each week in the Eucharist, a
celebration of the wonder of resurrection. We also experience the love, hope, joy and peace
of Advent each time we reach out to each other and to those who are in need. We also experience these when we allow others to reach out to us and companion us on our journey.
Jesus calls us into community so that we have support around us during our daily challenges.
Advent is a time to remember God’s blessings in our lives, but it is also a time of looking forward. To look ahead with confidence is a gift of Advent, for we know God has promised to
be with us in all of life’s circumstances. We don’t do this alone – we are surrounded by a
great cloud of witnesses throughout the past, and we know we will be surrounded by them in
all the days to come.
The world is a different place that it was six months ago, and certainly different from two
years ago. All of us have faced challenges, yet we have been blessed in many unexpected
ways. Let us look forward to new possibilities and new directions. May this Advent be for
us a time of joyful expectation as we look to the day when our Lord will come again.
Reverend Sharon Johnstone
Today, we extend a Happy Thanksgiving Day to all our “snowbird” parishioners and friends who have made
the winter trek to the south.
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And finally, “LET’S SING OUT!” After 20 months of not being able to share our joy of music through singing, the Diocese is now allowing parishioners and choir members to “raise their voices in thanks” in church
services. Covid safety protocols are still in effect (masks and distancing). In the word of Leonard Cohen,
“Hallelujah!” The letter from the Council of Bishops announcing this decision is attached below.

“But all who take refuge in you will be glad; they will sing out their joy forever." – Psalm
5:13
A new Church year calls for a new protocol. It is time to raise our voices in praise.
Effective the First Sunday of Advent, November 28, 2021, congregational singing may resume. The wearing of masks and distancing of 2 metres (6 feet) between households must
continue to be strictly adhered to. Choristers need no longer be distanced by 4 metres from
the congregation, but must maintain the standard distance of 2 metres both from the congregation and each other. The Amber Stage Guidelines have been updated to reflect this change.
Even though COVID-19 infection rates are still worrisomely high, we are convinced from
our consultations, from the scientific evidence and from the experience of our neighbouring
dioceses and other faith communities that as long as worshippers and choristers are masked
and distanced, congregational singing can return to our services. We are grateful that vaccination rates continue to rise and that vaccines are now available to children in Ontario.
We know that refraining from singing has been a tremendous grief in the life of our Church
during this pandemic, and we have all longed for this day when we can again raise our voices
in praise. As we enter the Season of Advent, we hope that this sign of hope will be a blessing
to those who sing, and a witness to those who hear.
Let heaven and nature sing: joy to the world.

Our newsletter this week contains an update from Susan Scouten regarding the Entrées-to-Go programme.
Please see how you can assist this most worthy community and Parish outreach endeavour. Susan and her
team are now planning for the next Community Friendship Dinner as well as the Christmas Day Dinner. Information can be found on the church website!
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Gill Elias is tempting your “sweet tooth” this week! Advent means Christmas baking and desserts are just around the
corner. Gill’s recipe for “salted orange toffee slices” can be found below! Enjoy!
Covid Cooking Corner:
Sorry there was no recipe last week but life got in the way and painters got into my
kitchen….yikes what a mess!!!
Now for the big question…..Is it too early to start talking about Christmas baking?? Personally I don’t think so. I’m hopeful that everyone will have some small
gathering this year and that some of the traditions we couldn’t experience last year will be
back. So I want to start the ball rolling. I have here a recipe for a delicious cookie that has
little toffee bits and fresh grated orange…yum. However, best of all….. I make these into
logs and then throw them in the freezer (uncooked). Then when I need fresh baked cookies, I
take them out, slice some off and guests arrive to fresh baked cookies….and I look like Martha Stewart…LOL!!!
Now I know I’m not the only baker in the parish, so if anyone else has a favourite recipe they
would like to share; then please send it to me or John Kirby. Happy Baking
Salted Orange Toffee Slices
Makes about 4 dozen cookies
3/4 cup
unsalted butter at room temperature
1/2 cup
sugar
1/2 cup
packed dark brown sugar
2 tsp
finely grated orange zest (1 orange)
1
egg at room temperature
2 cups
all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp
baking soda
1/2 cup
crunchy toffee bits such as Skor bits
Fine sea salt, for sprinkling
Method
1. Beat the butter, sugar, brown sugar and orange zest together until smooth. Add the
egg and beat until combined.
2. Sift in the flour and baking soda and stir until blended, then stir in the toffee bits.
3. Shape the dough into 2 logs about 9-inches long and 2-inches across and wrap in
plastic wrap. Once wrapped, gently flatten the dough on 4 sides, to create a square
shape. Chill the dough for at least 2 hours before baking.
4. Preheat the oven to 350 °F and line 3 baking trays with parchment paper.
5. Slice the logs into cookies that are 1/4-inch wide and place them onto the prepared
trays, leaving 2 inches between each cookie (these do spread as they bake). Sprinkle
the top of each cookie with a little bit of sea salt.
6. Bake the cookies for about 11-13 minutes, until they have browned just lightly on the
bottom. Cool the cookies on the tray and then store in an airtight container.
The cookies will keep for up to a week in an airtight container.
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Warden Penny Bourne has provided All Saints’ Alive with the report from Father Doug and the Wardens this week.
She shares with us important upcoming information, including an invitation to “coffee with the wardens” which will
take place on December 5th after the church service. As well Penny reminds us of the two Christmas Eve services.
Please keep in mind, that in order to attend in person, you must register with Nancy in the church office starting December 1st.
Rev. Sharon shared an update regarding her ministry at St. Luke’s Church in Creemore. She has also included a
photo of herself and Rev. Lorna May, a deacon at St. Luke’s.
This week, birthday greetings go out to Joan Miller and Heather Gwynne-Timothy. We hope they both enjoyed a
special day yesterday!!

In your prayers this week, please remember those on our Parish Prayer list. We pray for their caregivers and for all
who assist others in need. We pray for our family, our friends, for all whom we love. Lord, help us to live each day
for your pleasure!
“Please pray for these people during the week” Ayako Yoden, Gord M, Dave Foster,
Brenda Teeter, Bob Teeter, Michelle A, Sandra Girdle, Ruth Wallace, Kathy Martin, Mary
Ratensperger, John Crust, John Heinrich, Margaret Godwin, Pam Muir, Mike, Chris, Winona
Waring, Shirley Normore, Bob Normore, Bob, Linda Lampman, Ed Lampman, Ann Farrell,
Shelly Saunders, Judy Keown, Bev Baxter, John, Ann Bye, Jim Milner, Paul Reid, Ann
Pope, Cheri Kelly, Dan, George Daniels.
WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARISH OF ALL SAINTS RESIDES ON THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY
OF THE ANISHNAABE AND WENDAT PEOPLES. THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REMINDS US OF OUR
RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND THE ANCESTRAL LANDS ON WHICH WE PRAY,
LEARN, SHARE AND LIVE.

St. Luke’s Creemore
With the retirement of their priest in June, St. Luke’s was in need of someone to help them out with sacramental ministry. It was not as much of an
issue during our Covid lock-down, but once churches began to plan on reopening, innovative ideas were being discussed. The Rev. Lorna May is a
deacon in the congregation and conducts services of Morning Prayer. In
September of this year, we began supporting St. Luke’s Creemore by providing a service of Holy Communion on the first, third and fifth Sunday’s
of the month. Fr. Doug, as Regional Dean, is Priest in Charge, while Rev.
Sharon provides sacramental and pastoral ministry. The people of St.
Luke’s are appreciative of this ministry that we can provide.

4

WARDENS’ UPDATE - NOVEMBER 28TH, 2021
Submitted by Deputy Warden Penny Bourne
This is the first Sunday of Advent, and as Fr. Doug said last week, this marks the beginning of a new year in
the Church’s calendar. According to the Oxford Dictionary, Advent means “the arrival of a notable person
or thing”. Advent for us is a special four week period of preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas.
Advent is also a time for giving, whether a charitable donation, service to others or a donation to the All
Saints’ Food Ministry to help with the nearly 200 meals provided on Christmas Day. It can also be a time to
renew contact with a friend from the past, perhaps with a simple Christmas card.
Our thanks go to Warden Elaine for her work on installing the three air purifiers for our church. She has
done extensive research before selecting these particular purifiers. It is another way in which we can make
our church a safe and welcoming place for all. We will continue to follow the protocol of screening, contact
tracing, masking and distancing, as ordered by both the Diocese and the Simcoe Health Department.
Some volunteer positions in the church will be opening up for the coming year. Perhaps you have considered this and would like more information, or have questions about the involvement needed. If so, the Wardens are inviting you to join us for coffee hour after the 9:30 a.m service on Sunday December 5th. Please
read Warden Elaine’s notice about this in today’s newsletter.
We were so happy to hear hymn singing again last Sunday! Even though the congregation is not yet permitted to sing, having a few choir members in church was a delight.
Reminder: There will be two services on Christmas Eve, at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. It will be necessary to
pre-register for these services as seating will be limited due to Diocesan Covid protocols. Nancy will begin
taking registrations on December 1st.

Coffee with the Wardens
Many folks may want to help our wonderful church but are afraid to get involved. Why? Are you wondering what your duties would be, or what kind of time commitment is required, or who you would be working
with or if you even know enough, or whether there are any guidelines. These are all valid concerns. The
current wardens team wants to dispel any concerns about getting involved.
What you really need is a love of your spiritual home, a positive outlook and, an understanding of working
co-operatively. We need you, your church needs you and we all share responsibility for the future of All
Saints’. We invite you to come to coffee hour after church on December 5th, 2021. Find out how to become involved in the Selection Committee, learn what is involved in being a Warden, get some good insight
into positions in the church, ask questions, listen and think about your ability to contribute to the future of
All Saints’. No person will be put on the spot.
Did you know that this year, December 1, 2021 is declaration day. The heads of our many ministries as well
as the wardens are being asked to confirm their intent to remain in their current roll, change rolls or resign
their duties next year after Vestry. The Selection Committee will then have their framework set for filling
positions. Perhaps you know of someone who would make an excellent candidate in a leadership role.
Please encourage them to attend this coffee hour. Or, after the Selection Committee is struck, send their
names forward.
Looking back at my three years in a warden's role, I cannot remember a single time I asked for help and did
not receive it. And I had the opportunity to learn a lot about how the church operates and what our relationship to the diocese is. It has been a very rewarding time for me as it can be for anyone. We really hope you
5

Another on-line rehearsals are continuing on Wednesday evening. A few of keen singers are practicing both
Wednesday and Thursday twice a week!

Here are some pictures from Thursday Choir hybrid rehearsal last week. Three singers and myself had the
first time in-person group rehearsal since March 2020! They were seating 2 meters apart from each other
and wearing a mask. At the same time two singers joined in the rehearsal from their home via zoom.
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Entrées to-Go Food Program - Please donate!
Over 90 Frozen Single Serve Entrees plus all the donated Cob's Bread. Next Community Friendship
take-out dinner is Wed Dec 8. Pre-order early please to enjoy a full turkey meal! This take-out dinner is for
YOU! Please reply any time during the month if you would like Cob's Bread. We have lots of bread products donated every week. Maybe you have a neighbour or friend that would like a donation of Cob's Bread
Products. Pick up or delivery is available.
Christmas Day (Dec 25) Take Out Dinner for Parishioners and Community. The poster is on the website. Check it out! Tell a friend or a neighbour. Call or email me at 705-441-1419 or email
sscouten1@gmail.com to pre-order, please.
Donations keep the Food Program running. Please donate if you can!
Vaccine Notification
If you are a volunteer, please send Warden Rob rpotter18@sympatico.ca proof of being fully vaccinated.
We need this asap so you can help out when needed by donating food or volunteering.
Thanks so much. There is an information page for the Food Ministry on the church Website.
www.allsaintscollingwood.com Click on Ministries, and then click on Food Ministries.
Here's how it all works: email sscouten1@gmail.com or call or text 705-441-1419 (Susan). In your email or
text or phone message, indicate how many entrees and bread you require. Susan will reply and let you know
what she has available. Pick up or delivery will be arranged with Susan.

All Saints’ Anglican Church
Saturday December 25th 2021
Everyone Welcome - Free Will Donations Accepted

Pick up between 4pm and 5pm
Non Contact Delivery is also available
Contact Susan Scouten
Please call or email to pre-order - 705-441-1419 or
sscouten1@gmail.com
Or call the church to pre-order 705-445-3841
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Upcoming Services
Sunday December 5th – 9:30am
Sunday December 12th – 9:30am
Saturday December 18th – Lessons and Carols – 5pm
Sunday December 19th – 9:30am
Pre-registration for the above opens up the Monday and closes Thursday prior to the
upcoming Service
Christmas Services
Christmas Eve Friday December 24th - 5pm and 8pm
Christmas Day Saturday December 25th – 9:30am
Pre-registration starts on Wednesday December 1st, 2021 and will close when reached
capacity or Wednesday December 22nd 2021 whichever comes first.
Contact the Church Office
705-445-3841 or email allsaintschurch@bmts.com

Bulletin/Announcements
Please remember all articles for the Bulletins and Announcements are due the
Wednesday at 10am before the upcoming Sunday. (Unless otherwise noted) Once the
bulletin and announcements have been proofed and formatted no changes will be
made, any changes can be announced or updated the following week.
Date of Service
Cut off Date
Sunday December 5

Wednesday December 1

Christmas Letter

Wednesday December 1

Sunday December 12

Wednesday December 8

Saturday December 18 Lessons and Carols

Wednesday December 8

Sunday December 19

Wednesday December 8

Sunday December 24 5pm

Wednesday December 8

Sunday December 24 8pm

Wednesday December 8

Sunday December 25

Wednesday December 8

Sunday December 26

Wednesday December 8

Sunday January 2

Wednesday December 8

Sunday January 9

Wednesday January 5

Sunday January 16

Wednesday January 12

All highlighted in yellow are changes or additions
All highlighted in green are early cutoff dates
All highlighted in blue are special event cut off dates
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