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Incumbent – The Reverend Douglas Michael 

Honourary Assistant – The Reverend Sharon Johnstone 

 

Prelude  

Contemplation on "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" 

Traditional French Carol, arr. Gilbert M. Martin 

 

Opening Hymn 88 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus - Verses 1, 3, 4 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Music: Melody Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715; Harmonized by 

William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 

 

A Bidding for Advent 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, 

in these days of shadow and of hope 

let it be our duty and delight 

to listen to the story of our faith, 

and hear again the prophets’ words of blessing and doom. 

And, as we prepare to celebrate again 

the birth of Jesus Christ as a baby, 



 

let us remember that he also comes 

to judge the just and the unjust, 

and to establish the reign of equity and peace. 

 

As we hear the reading of God’s holy word, let us 

respond to the call to prepare the way of the Lord; 

hear Micah’s call to justice, kindness, and a humble walk with God; 

awaiting with eagerness the creation 

of the new heaven and the new earth. 

 

Let us remember that the Lord of Glory experienced the pain of life 

and death, and pray for the sick, the poor, the oppressed, 

The anxious, the weary, and the bereaved. 

And remembering the promise 

that he shall reign for ever and ever, 

let us pray for the rulers of the nations, 

for peace and justice on earth, 

for the unity and mission of the Church, 

that we may be a sign of the age to come. 

With longing in our hearts for God’s reign of peace, 

let us hear again the story of Christ’s coming, 

and join with Mary and Joseph, 

and all our forebears in faith, 

in offering our worship. 

 

The First Reading 

Read by Terry White 

Isaiah 40: 1-11 Comfort, O comfort my people 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term that her penalty 

is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her 

sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 

be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the 

glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I 

said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass,  their constancy is like 

the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 

breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 



 

withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 

your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 

do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the 

Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 

with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 

shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 

bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

God our hope, 

hear again the cry of exiles, 

imprisoned in a dark land of war, hunger, and intolerance. 

Come among us with strength and healing 

and bring us back to the world 

of your just and holy purpose. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ the Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

102 Prepare the Way, O Zion - Verses 1, 3 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. 

Charles P. Price©  

Music: Melody Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; harm. Koralbok för 

Swenska Kyrken, 1939, alt. 

 

The Second Reading 

Read by Jim Scott 

Micah 6: 6-8 To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God 

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God 

on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a 

year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens 

of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told 

you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

 

 

 



 

God of our longing, 

we cannot earn the wholeness we desire, 

nor win your healing grace 

by offering back the bounty we receive. 

Give us, we pray, hearts to learn your will, 

and wills to do your pleasure 

in works of justice and of peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

581 Lord, who left the highest heaven - Verses 1, 3 - tune #123 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith Words © 2015 Hope Publishing 

Company 

Music: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876) 

 

The Third Reading 

Read by Marie Phipps-Bunting 

Baruch 4:36 - 5:9 See your children gathered from west and east,    

at the word of the Holy One 

Baruch 4:36-5:9 - Look towards the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy 

that is coming to you from God. Look, your children are coming, 

whom you sent away;    they are coming, gathered from east and west, 

at the word of the Holy One,    rejoicing in the glory of God. Take off 

the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for 

ever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the 

righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of 

the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendour 

everywhere under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, 

‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the 

height; look towards the east, and see your children gathered from 

west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has 

remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by 

their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as 

on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and 

the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make 

level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The 

woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. 

For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the 

mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

 



 

God of pilgrims, 

look with tender pity on your daughters and sons 

dispersed by selfishness and greed, 

and lead us from war and want 

by the pathways of justice and peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

155 From East to West, from Shore to Shore - Verses 1, 3 

Text: Caelius Sedulius (5th cent.?); Tr. John Ellerton (1826-1893), alt. 

Music: Melody Trier MS (15th cent.); adapt. Michael Praetorius 

(1571-1621); harm.  

George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934). 

 

The Fourth Reading 

Isaiah 7: 10-15 The young woman is with child and shall bear a 

son, and shall name him Immanuel 

 

God of hope, 

look upon those who live with despair as their companion. 

Give them signs of your healing presence 

and of your eternal purpose of salvation. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

89 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - Verses 1, 7 

Text: Latin (9th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

Tune: VENI EMMANUEL 

 

The Fifth Reading 

Read by Susan Waring 

Luke 1: 5-25 Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him 

John 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was 

a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them 

were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 

commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, 



 

because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once 

when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 

he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of 

the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying 

outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at 

the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 

terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do 

not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will 

have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 

drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He 

will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the 

spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 

parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah 

said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old 

man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am 

Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak 

to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not 

believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at 

his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak 

to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. 

He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his 

time of service was ended, he went to his home. After those days his 

wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 

seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he 

looked favourably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured 

among my people.’ 

Almighty God, 

 

who sent your servant John the Baptist 

to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, 

inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, 

to turn our disobedient hearts to you, 

that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, 

we may stand with confidence before his glory; 



 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

140 It came upon the midnight clear - Verses 1, 5 

Text: Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876), alt. 

Music: Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900) 

 

The Sixth Reading 

Read by Reverend Douglas Michael 

Luke 1: 39-45 Blessed are you among women 

 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, 

that we who have known the incarnation 

of your Son Jesus Christ, 

announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, 

may by his cross and passion 

be brought to the glory of his resurrection; 

who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

108 Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding - Verses 1, 3, 5 

Text: Latin (Vox clara, 10th cent.); tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878) 

(alt.) 

Music: William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 

The Seventh Reading 

Read by Reverend Sharon Johnstone 

Luke 1: 46-56 My soul magnifies the Lord 

And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,    and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of 

his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 

has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ And Mary 



 

remained with her for about three months and then returned to her 

home. 

 

Almighty God, 

who looked with favour on your servant Mary, 

and called her to be the mother of your Son, 

nurture in us the humility and gentleness 

that found favour in your sight, 

that with her we may proclaim the greatness of your name 

and find the mercy you show to those who fear you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

362 Tell Out, My Soul - Verses 1, 4 

Text: Song of Mary (Luke 1.46-56); para. Timothy Dudley-Smith 

(1926 - ). para.© 1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Company. Co. 

Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949). Melody and harm. © Oxford 

University Press. 

 

Advent Litany 

(In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying, 

“Lord Jesus, come soon!”) 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all 

things to the ends of the earth: come and teach us how to live. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in 

the fire of the burning bush and you gave the law on Sinai: come 

with outstretched arm and ransom us. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and 

none can shut; you shut and none can open: come and free the 

captives from prison. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of 

righteousness: come and enlighten all who dwell in darkness and 

in the shadow of death. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 



 

 

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save 

us, Lord our God. 

Lord Jesus, come soon! 

 

A Musical Reflection (Violin solo) 

Andante from Sonata No.4 in D Minor by Johann Christoph 

Pepusch(1667 - 1752), transc. Walter Kolneder 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility, 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge both the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn 

114 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending - Verses 1, 3, 4 

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), John Cennick (1718-1755), Madan 

(1726 - 1790), alt. 

Music: melody (attributed to):Thomas Olivers (1725-1799) and 

Martin Madan (1726-1790) 

 

Blessing 

Be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, 

and untiring in love all the days of your life; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Organ Postlude 

"The King Shall Come" based on the tune CONSOLATION, arr. 

Michael Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in our Service 

  5pm    

Music Director: Keiko Kuepfer 

   All Saints’ Chamber Choir 

Violin:  Susan Connolly   

Readers:  Terry White, Jim Scott, Marie Phipps-Bunting, Susan 

   Scouten, Susan Waring, Reverend Douglas Michael, 

   Reverend Sharon Johnston 

   Chancel:  Donna Hurst, Barbara Trafford, Leslie McKay, Virginia  

   Benbow 

Sidespeople:   Jim Scott 

Warden Duties: Jim Scott   
 

 

 


