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Merry Christmas and Welcome to Winter and our weekly newsletter.  In this week’s edition, Father Doug has sent an 

important message for our Parish.  Given the new rise in Covid infections, changes in our services need to be made.  

Father Doug’s attached letter addresses these changes. 

 

Susan Scouten and her team a busy preparing for the Christmas Day turkey dinner.  Information can be found below.  

If you wish to order a dinner for pick up or delivery, please contact Susan as soon as possible.  The Entrees To Go 

programme has also been very busy this past week.  Well over a 100 frozen, single serve entrees were distributed last 

week to Parishioners and to others in our community.  This food outreach programme would definitely benefit with 

your financial support.  At this time of year, please consider a donation to help others in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keiko has been very busy with our church musicians and choir members, in preparation for our Christmas services.  

We are grateful for the dedication of these members of our Parish for the most wonderful music, especially at this 

time of year!  Thank you Keiko and musicians and choir members!! 

 

Gill Elias, from the Covid Cooking Corner, shares her recipe for “parmesan roasted parsnips”.  This dish goes well 

with the traditional Christmas fare of turkey, gravy, stuffing and potatoes.  Bon appetit!! 

 

 

 

Entrées-to-Go Food Program - Please keep donating!  

As the need is increasing, over 110 Frozen Single Serve Entrees plus all the donated 

Cob's Bread.  Next Community Friendship take-out dinner is Wed Jan 12. Pre-order early 

please. ! This take-out dinner is for YOU! Please reply any time during the month if you 

would like Cob's.  Pick up or delivery is available. 
 

Christmas Day (Dec 25) Take Out Dinner for Parishioners and Community. The poster 

is on the website. Check it out! Tell a friend or a neighbour. If you would like to lend a 

helping hand, we are looking for $5 gift cards to put in everyone's take out bag. Call or 

email me at 705-441-1419 or email sscouten1@gmail.com to pre-order or to offer gift 

cards please. Call me today to order. Don't miss out!!!!!  
 

Vaccine Notification  

If you are a volunteer, please send Warden Rob rpotter18@sympatico.ca proof of being fully 

vaccinated. We need this asap so you can help out when needed by donating food or volun-

teering. 
 

Thanks so much. There is an information page for the Food Ministry on the church Website.  

www.allsaintscollingwood.com Click on Ministries, Then click on Food Ministries. 
 

Here's how it all works: email sscouten1@gmail.com or call or text 705-441-1419 (Susan). In 

your email or text or phone message, indicate how many entrees and bread you require. 

Susan will reply and let you know what she has available. Pick up or delivery will be ar-

ranged with Susan.  

1 

mailto:sscouten1@gmail.com
http://www.allsaintscollingwood.com
mailto:sscouten1@gmail.com


Bruce Mackison once again reminds us to safe the postage stamps from envelopes.  These stamps are being col-

lected by the Canadian Leprosy Association as part of its fundraising programme.  Please place your used stamps 

in an envelope and deliver it to the “in-going” mail box near the church parking lot or call the church to arrange a 

pick up.  We thank Bruce for coordinating this church outreach programme. 

 

Donations to the Salvation Army Food Bank can be left at the church doors at the Elgin Street entrance.  All dona-

tions will be delivered to the Community Food Bank in time for Christmas this year.  Please check the “due dates” 

for all donations.  

 

At Christmas time, it is a tradition in many families to read, “ ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas”.  In our newslet-

ter this year, we have included a new version of Clement C. Moore’s classis poem, to help reflect on the current 

times.  Enjoy! 

 

At this special time of year, we ask that you include the names on our Parish Prayer list, in your thoughts and 

prayers.  Please remember their caregivers and all those who assist others in need.  At this Christmas time, we 

pray for our families and friends; we pray for those in our community who are in need of food, shelter, medicine 

or perhaps a friend.  At this Christmas time please remember why we celebrate this holiday….the true ‘reason for 

the season’! 

 

God Bless everyone!  Merry Christmas and Joy to Our World! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARISH OF ALL SAINTS’ RESIDES ON THE TRADITIONAL TERRI-

TORY OF THE ANISHNAABE AND WENDAT PEOPLES.  THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REMINDS US 

OF OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND THE ANCESTRAL LANDS ON WHICH 

WE PRAY, LEARN, SHARE AND LIVE. 

“Please pray for these people during the week” Ayako Yoden, Gord M, Dave Foster, 

Brenda Teeter, Bob Teeter, Michelle A, Sandra Girdle, Mary Ratensperger, John Crust, John 

Heinrich, Margaret Godwin, Pam Muir, Mike, Chris, Winona Waring, Shirley Normore, Bob 

Normore, Bob, Linda Lampman, Ed Lampman, Ann Farrell, Shelly Saunders, Judy Keown, 

Bev Baxter, John, Ann Bye, Jim Milner, Paul Reid, Ann Pope, Cheri Kelly, Dan, George 

Daniels, George.  
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A Covid Christmas 

Twas the night before Christmas, but Covid was here, So we all had to stay extra cautious 

this year. Our masks were all hung by the chimney with care In case Santa forgot his and 

needed a spare. With Covid, we couldn't leave cookies or cake So we left Santa hand sani-

tizer to take. 
 

The children were sleeping, the brave little tots The ones over 5 had just had their first shots, 

And mom in her kerchief and me in my cap Had just settled in for a long winter's nap. But 

we tossed and we turned all night in our beds As visions of variants danced in our heads. 
 

Gamma and Delta and now Omicron These Covid mutations that go on and on I thought to 

myself, "If this doesn't get better, I'll soon be familiar with every Greek letter". 
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Then just as I started to drift off and doze A clatter of noise from the front lawn arose. I leapt 

from my bed and ran straight down the stair I opened the door, and an old gent stood there. 
 

His N 95 made him look pretty weird But I knew who he was by his red suit and beard. I kept 

six feet away but blurted out quick " What are you doing here, jolly Saint Nick?" 
 

Then I said, "Where's your presents, your reindeer and sleigh? Don't you know that tomorrow 

will be Christmas Day? ". And Santa stood there looking sad in the snow As he started to tell 

me a long tale of woe. 
 

He said he'd been stuck at the North Pole alone All  his white collar elves had been working 

from home, And most of the others said "Santa, don't hire us! We can live off the CERB 

now, thanks to the virus". 
 

Those left in the toyshop had little to do. With supply chain disruptions, they could make 

nothing new. And as for the reindeer, they'd all gone away. None of them left to pull on his 

sleigh. 
 

He said Dasher and Dancer were in quarantine, Prancer and Vixen refused the vaccine, 

Comet and Cupid were in ICU, So were Donner and Blitzen, they may not pull through. 
 

And Rudolph's career can't be resurrected. With his shiny red nose, they all think he's in-

fected. Even with his old sleigh, Santa couldn't go far. Every border to cross needs a new 

PCR. 
 

Santa sighed as he told me how nice it would be If children could once again sit on his knee. 

He couldn't care less if they're naughty or nice But they'd have to show proof that they'd had 

their shot twice. 
 

But then the old twinkle returned to his eyes. And he said that he'd brought me a Christmas 

surprise. When I unwrapped the box and opened it wide, Starlight and rainbows streamed out 

from inside. 
 

Some letters whirled round and flew up to the sky And they spelled out a word that was 40 

feet high. There first was an H, then an O, then a P, Then I saw it spelled HOPE when it 

added the E. 
 

"Christmas magic" said Santa as he smiled through his beard. Then suddenly all of the rein-

deer appeared. He jumped into his sleigh and he waved me good-bye, Then he soared o'er the 

rooftops and into the sky. 
 

I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight "Get your vaccines my friends, Merry Christ-

mas, good-night". Then I went back to bed and a sweet Christmas dream Of a world when 

we'd finished with Covid 19. 

-- 

Joseph David  
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Covid Cooking Corner 

Well here we are again back in the grip of this pandemic. Like most of you 

I’m sure, many of our plans have been postponed (we refuse to say can-

celled). But we still try to count our blessings and pray for safer days ahead. 

Unlike last year, I am actually going to roast a turkey (expect dozens of reci-

pes on how to use up left-over turkey in the near future…LOL).  Now turkey 

is a family favourite around here…not for the turkey itself but for the stuffing, gravy and these amazing 

parsnips. I personally could make an entire meal of them. Hope you like them too? 
 

So here’s wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Hopeful New Year. 
 

Parmesan Roasted Parsnips 

Delia Smith 

Serves 8 

2lbs.  Parsnips, peeled 

4 oz.  All-purpose flour 

2 oz.  Grated Parmesan Cheese 

  Salt and Pepper 

  Vegetable oil 

2 tbsp.  butter 
 

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 400*f 

2. In a large plastic bag, combine the flour, cheese and salt and pepper. 

3. Peel the parsnips and then cut the large ones into quarters and the smaller ones in half. (You 

don’t want them to be too small otherwise they will dry out in the oven). 

4. Blanch the parsnips in a pot of boiling water for about 3-4 minutes. 

5. When they are blanched, drain them in a colander and while they are still steaming drop a few at 

a time into the bag of flour. 

6. Shake the bag well to ensure that the parsnip is well coated and then place them on a cookie 

sheet. 

7. Repeat with the remaining parsnips. They can now be cooked or put in the fridge or even frozen. 

8. When ready to cook them…..preheat a large roasting pan in the oven with enough oil to barely 

coat the bottom of the pan. 

9. When the oil is hot (about 5 minutes), add the butter and then place the parsnips on the cookie 

sheet, spreading them out. Baste all the parsnips with a little of the oil. 

10. Return to the oven and roast. After about 15-20 minutes turn the parsnips over and then return to 

the oven for a further 15-20 minutes or until crisp and golden. Serve immediately 
 

Look out Brussel sprouts….you are about to get booted of your pedestal by Roasted Parsnips.  
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All Saints’ Anglican Church 

Incumbent - The Reverend Douglas E. Michael B.T.H., M.A. 
 

Wednesday December 22nd, 2021 
 

To the Saints of All Saints' 
 

The celebration of Christmas is upon us. So too, unfortunately, is the latest and most viru-

lent wave of this pandemic. Given the sharp rise in Covid cases I have decided, in agreement 

with our parish leadership team, that the safest and most responsible course we can follow as 

a parish is as follows: 
 

Our Christmas and Boxing Day services will continue, maintaining our masking, social dis-

tancing, and reduced capacity protocols. But those services will continue with no live sing-

ing, not by congregation, choir, nor cantor. Keiko and our choir have been working on some 

beautiful new Christmas virtual choir pieces for our worship and joy, and I look forward to 

sharing those with you. 
 

With effect from the beginning of January, the parish will return to online-only services. That 

will continue through the month of January. We look forward to reopening in February, 

should it be safe and wise to do so. 
 

This is, of course, not what any of us had hoped for by now. But it's Christmas - and we cele-

brate that in a time of darkness a great light came into the world - the light of hope, patience, 

joy, and a peace that passes all understanding. Be gentle with one another. Be gentle with 

yourself. God is with us. 
 

Fr Doug 
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Join us online for virtual Christmas Caroling 15 minutes prior to the services on Christ-

mas Eve and Christmas Day - Caroling will be led by All Saints' Chamber Choir, Ukulele 

players and the special guests "Rondo Ensemble", a youth music group formed by the local 

students. 

Christmas Eve Services 

5pm (Caroling Starting at 4:45pm) 

8pm (Caroling Starting at 7:45pm) 

 

Christmas Day Service 

9:30am (Caroling Starting at 9:15am)  


