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Welcome to February and Happy Candlemas!  And Happy Groundhog Day!  Father Michael and Music Director 

Barry, have shared with us, interesting information on both observances.  This was sent in an email earlier in the week 

but it is included here in case you missed it.  It includes wonderful information about our church traditions 

(Presentation of Jesus in the Temple), and the blessing of candles.  February 2 is also a significant day in farmers’ 

folklore in England and perhaps this was the beginning of Groundhog Day in North America.  Tonight, Father Mi-

chael will hold a special eucharist in observation of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Thursday, at 6:30pm, there will be a special eucharist to observe the Presentation of Je-

sus in the Temple, a day in the life of the church which also has the ancient name of Candle-

mas.   If you're interested, you're welcome to join Fr. Michael for this service, which includes 

the blessing of candles for use in the church and in the households of parishioners for the 

coming year.   

  

Our Music Director, Barry de Silva, wrote this interesting explanation of the tradition, which 

is passed on for your interest. 

  

Blessings, Michael+ 

 

  

February 2nd is exactly 40 days after Christmas. In Jewish law and tradition, it would be the 

day Mary would go to the temple to be purified after the birth of her son Jesus, and to present 

him to God as her first born (Luke 2:22-38). The Catholic celebration of the Purification of 

Mary became in the Anglican tradition The Presentation of Jesus to the Temple. It is from this 

that we get the Nunc Dimittis, The Song of Simeon, that begins: 

  

"Lord, lettest now thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word". 

  

In the early times of the Christian church, the presentation was observed by lighting candles to 

celebrate the Light of Christ, as well as the pending return of light as winter draws to its end. 

People would bring candles to the church to be blessed, becoming the origin of the day's name 

– Candlemas. It was also the official close of the celebration of Christmas, which explains 

why the Nativity scene in St. Peter's square remains in place until February 2nd. 

  

February 2nd also became a significant day in farmers' lore. There was an old English song 

that said: 

  

"If Candlemas be fair and bright, / Come, Winter, have another flight. / If Candlemas brings 

clouds and rain, / Go, Winter, and come not again." 

  

Father Michael is wanting to bring back the Candlemas tradition with a short Eucharist service 

at 6:30 p.m., so I am inviting members of the choir to please be at Church early on Thursday 

to participate in this service. Choir practice will follow on immediately. If you would like to 

bring in your own candles to be blessed for later use at home, you are invited to do so. 

  

Some of you may have realized, looking at the words from the English song that I have 

quoted, that February 2nd is also Groundhog Day! So now you know the origin of that tradi-

tion.  
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IN REMEMBERING, WE GIVE THANKS. 

February the 4th. marks the anniversary of the death of two Australian Airmen, L.A.C. Colin. 

Tollhurst Arthur and L.A.C. Claude Murray Ross in whose memory and to the Glory of God, 

the stain glass windows depicting St. Michael and St. George were installed in the west wall 

of the nave at the north end of the church. These two young men, aged 23 and 19,were in 

Canada under the British Commonwealth Air training Programme and lost their lives when 

their plane crashed through the ice on Nottawasaga Bay on this day in 1941. They were on a 

training exercise from the air base at Camp Borden when they lost their bearings during a 

brief but heavy snow storm that swept inland from the Bay. 

 

No more significant theme could have been chosen for these memorial windows than the 

"Warrior Saints", St. Michael and St George.. 

 

In the Book of Revelations, St Michael, the Archangel, is presented as the powerful agent of 

God who wards off evil from His people and delivers peace to them at the end of this life's 

mortal struggle. From earliest times, religious scholars have viewed St.. George as the pattern 

of what it means to be a Chritian in the world - as an image of every Christian's daily warfare 

against the forces of sin, ignorance, fear and injustice. 

 

Thus, the windows are a fitting memorial to these two young men, and to the other 158 Aus-

tralian Airmen who lost their lives in Canada while training under the British Commonwealth 

Air Training Programme. All of these young men, together with thousands of others, were 

seeking to defend that way of life that allows us to live and worship as we do today. For 

them. and all the men and women who  actively serve in our armed services, we pause at this 

time to remember and give thanks as we in the parish of All Saints', Collingwood have done 

for almost 80 years. 

 

Bruce Mackison, All Saints Archivist   

February 4th represents a very special day in the history of Collingwood and for All Saints Church.  On that day in 

1941, tragedy struck on Georgian Bay.  Bruce Mackison shares with us why that was such a sad day for not only 

Collingwood but also for the country of Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DID YOU KNOW….that the largest congregation to attend a service at All Saints Anglican Church, Collingwood, 

was present on Sunday, November 19, 1944 when the stain glass windows in memory of L.A.C. Colin Tollhurst Ar-

thur and L.A.C. Claude Murray Ross were dedicated.  (from the Archives of All Saints Church, Bruce Mackison, Ar-

chivist). 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Father Michael’s report this week provides us with a number of upcoming events including the first Men’s Breakfast 

meeting, an Alpha course and a card for Jennifer and Victor Gauci.  Please see attached! 
 

Men's breakfast, 8am, Friday, 10 February, at Eggsmart on 1st Street.  Please advise Fr. Mi-

chael if you wish to attend so we can manage the booking. 

 

An online Alpha course will begin on March 9th and will run on Thursday evenings. Parish-

ioners from our Regional Ministry (All Saints, St. Luke's, and Prince of Peace) are invited to 

join members of other local churches to deepen their faith.   The course will be run via Zoom 

and there is no charge to participate.  For more information, please contact Fr. Michael. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Happy Birthday greetings go out to Susan Connolly and Dennis Kuepfer who celebrated their birthdays recently.  We 

hope Susan and Dennis both had wonderful days! 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming newsletter—“In God’s Service”, the newsletter of our South Georgian Bay Ministry, will be published on 

Thursday, February 16th. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chocolate?  Did someone mention chocolate? Yes, Gill Elias has shared another wonderful recipe for us… 

“Chocolate Bread and Butter Pudding”…..dark chocolate, rum, whipping cream, bread….and if you put a cherry on 

top, you have all the food groups!!!  (just kidding!). 

Thank you Gill for this tasty recipe.  Enjoy!! 

 

Please see page 5 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Susan Scouten and her team are preparing for the next Community Friendship Dinner on Wednesday, February 8th.  

Once again this is a sit down dinner in the Parish Hall starting at 5:00 p.m.  Please check the sign up list in the hall to 

see how you can assist in this wonderful outreach programme.  Also in February, the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

returns on February 21 after a two year absence  Doors open at 4:30 p.m.  More information can be found in the 

poster in the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a goodbye card at the back of the church for parishioners to sign and offer their good 

wishes to Jennifer and Victor Gauci, who are already much missed.  We pray that they settle 

into their new home in Barrie. 

 

The Rector's Book Study continues on Wednesday, February 15th, in the Library (please note 

that we do not meet next week).  We will read and discuss Part 3, Chapters 13-19, of Why 

Gather?:  The Hope and Promise of the Church, by Canon Martha Tatarnic.  All welcome. 

 

The Rector's Lenten Book Study will feature On Repentance and Repair: Making Amends In 

An Unapologetic World (Boston: Beacon Press, 2022) by Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg. Start 

date to be announced.  If you wish to participate, please source this book from your favourite 

bookseller. 

 

A supply of candles for your home are available at the back of the church.  These candles 

were blessed on Thursday night at our Candlemas service and may be used during your 

prayer or devotional time, as you wish.  Please take one home with you. 
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Community Friendship Dinner 

Wednesday February 8th, 2023 

Buffet Dinner Begins at 5pm 

Menu 

Chili Rice Salads Fresh Fruit Dessert  

Coffee/Tea/Juice 

We cannot guarantee that the donated 

food at our dinners is free from allergens  
 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Anglican Church 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 

 

 

 

We cannot guarantee that the food at our dinners is 

free from allergens  
When: Tuesday February 21st 2023  

Time: 5pm  

Where: All Saints Parish Hall  

Menu: Pancakes (regular and gluten free)  

 Sausages Fruit Salad Dessert  

Cost: Free Will Donation  

Everyone Welcome  

Bring a friend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Advisory Board will be meeting on Tuesday, February 7th, starting at 6:00 p.m.  This will be a hybrid meeting, 

either in person in the Parish Hall or via zoom.  If you choose to attend by zoom, a link will be sent to you by Father 

Michael.  Please contact the church for the link.  This meeting will serve as the budget information meeting with 

group leaders prior to Vestry on Sunday, February 26. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________-- 

In your prayers this week, please remember those whose names are found on the Parish Prayer List.  We pray for our 

church, our priests Michael, Sharon and Gordon, our regional ministry and the Parishes of St. Luke’s and Prince of 

Peace.  Please remember our parishioners at All Saints, including those who are unable to attend church services and 

activities in person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARISH OF ALL SAINTS RESIDES ON THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

OF THE ANISHNAABE AND WENDAT PEOPLES.  THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT REMINDS US OF OUR 

RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND TO THE ANCESTRAL LANDS ON WHICH WE LIVE, 

LEARN, SHARE AND PRAY. 

“Please pray for these people during the week” - Ayako Yoden, Dave Foster, Brenda Tee-

ter, Bob Teeter, Sandra Girdle, Mary Ratensperger, Bob, Bev Baxter, Ann Bye, Paul Reid, 

Eric Vignola, Ian Sewell, Ruth Wallace, Barbara Johnston, Wolf, Rosemary Dickenson, Mar-

nie Potter, Victor Gauci, Thelma.  
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Covid Cooking Corner: This recipe really needs no introduction, after all what excuse do 

any of us need to enjoy a chocolatey dessert? But if you do need a reason, well what could be 

better than this wonderful warm chocolate bread and butter pudding made fresh for our val-

entines? 

One note: You do need to start it the day before you cook it. 

Chocolate Bread and Butter Pudding 

This recipe is from Delia Smith’s winter collection.  

Serves 6 

9-10 slices  (1/4 inch thick) good quality white bread 

5 oz.  dark chocolate (semi sweet). Chopped. 

2 cups  whipping cream 

4 tbsp.  dark rum 

4 oz.  sugar   

3 oz.  butter 

3 lg.  eggs 

Pinch of cinnamon 

You’ll need a shallow 9x7inch oven proof dish. 

Method 

1. Remove the crusts from the bread and then cut each slice into triangles. 

2. Place the chocolate, whipping cream, rum, sugar, butter and cinnamon in a bowl set 

over a saucepan of barely simmering water (don’t let the water touch the bottom of 

the bowl). 

3. Now wait for the butter and chocolate to melt and the sugar to dissolve. 

4. Remove from the heat and give it a good stir to mix everything together. 

5. In a separate bowl whisk the eggs. 

6. Pour the chocolate mixture over the eggs (a little at a time) and whisk together thor-

oughly. 

7. Pour an half inch layer of this mixture into your serving bowl. 

8. Next arrange half the bread triangles over the chocolate in over lapping rows. 

9. Now pour half the remaining chocolate mixture, as evenly as possible, over the bread. 

10. Finally arrange the remaining bread over this and cover with the remaining chocolate 

mixture. Use a fork to gently push the bread down into the chocolate mixture so that it 

is all submerged. Cover with plastic wrap and leave at room temperature for 2 hours. 

11. Next transfer to the fridge for 24 hours. 

12. When ready to bake…..Preheat oven to 350*f 

13. Remove the plastic wrap and place on top shelf and bake for 30-35 minutes (or until 

top is crunchy and the middle I still squidgy and gooey. 

14. Allow to rest for 10 minutes and then serve warm with big dollops of whipped cream. 
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All Saints’ Anglican Church 

Après Ski Service 

Candlelight Holy Communion 

Saturday at  

5pm 

January 14th until March 18th, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A quiet and contemplative candlelit service of worship and meditation in the 

Anglican tradition, in Collingwood's historic All Saints' Church.   

Light refreshments offered afterwards   

All Welcome 
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