
IN GOD’S SERVICE 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE REGIONAL ANGLICAN MINISTRY OF SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY 

FEBRUARY 16, 2023 

 

Welcome back to “In God’s Service”, the newsletter of the Regional Ministry for Prince of Peace, St. Luke’s and All 

Saints Parishes.  This edition provides parishioners with updates on activities at the three churches. 

 

Father Michael shares with us a “MESSAGE FROM THE PRIEST IN CHARGE” as an introduction to our third edi-

tion of In God’s Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

With Ash Wednesday just around the corner, we know that Lent will soon be upon us.  Lent is traditionally, a time of 

prayer, fasting and reflection - an opportunity to build upon our Christian and Anglican faith.  Father Michael and 

Reverend Sharon share a Lenten Reflection. 

 

Message From the Priest in Charge 

 

Dear friends in Christ: 

 

As the days begin to get longer and we can anticipate spring (and Easter!), I am heartened by a sense of 

hope, energy, and dare I say growth in our congregations. 

 

At all three churches we are seeing some new faces, and new directions of ministry emerging.   Prince of 

Peace is still buzzing over Rev. Louise’s joyful and well deserved ordination to the priesthood, and is ex-

ploring new forms of evangelism and outreach.    St. Luke’s has earned a solid reputation in the Creemore 

community thanks to tireless work of Revs. Lorna and Sharon and their food bank ministry, and thanks to 

Lorna’s prophetic voice on food insecurity and poverty.    All Saints’ remains committed to our own min-

istries of food, hospitality, and care for the poorest among us, and these ministries are growing as new vol-

unteers join us. 

 

I think in all our communities, amidst growing inequalities of wealth and comfort, there is also growing 

concern and desire to help.    Our three churches are well positioned to be the hands of Christ in our com-

munities, and as we respond I’m sure that the Spirit will be in our midst, attracting those who want to help 

and who want to be part of a caring Christian community. 

 

As our three churches prepare for our annual vestry meetings, let’s strive to keep one question at the top of 

our minds.  What is Jesus calling us to do for those around us? 

 

May the Lord bless you, may Jesus be with you, and may the Spirit inspire you. 

 

Michael+ 

 

The Rev. Dr. Michael Peterson, CD 

Priest in Charge 

Regional Ministry of South Georgian Bay  
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This year, Father Michael has shared with us, an additional and very unique approach to celebrating this time of year-

-“LENT MADNESS”.  On Thursday, February 23rd, thousands of Anglicans across North America will become in-

volved with an event that will continue all the way through until Holy Week.  For more information about this “fun 

and faith building” programme, contact Father Michael at madpadre@gmail.com  

LENTEN REFLECTION 2023 

I have never climbed a mountain.  I have never had the desire to climb a mountain.  I think they are majestic 

and beautiful and breathtaking.  But I have never felt the need to put gear on and go up one.  I have driven 

around them, I have been near them, I have driven through mountain passes, and I have driven through tun-

nels in Switzerland.  Their sense of permeance is overwhelming at times. There seems to be an innate power 

in them. The closest I have come to climbing a mountain was the Cup and Saucer Trail on Manitoulin Island 

– and I thought we were just out for a hike.  You walk along an uphill forest path that goes uphill, and there 

are some parts where you do climb a small rise.  Every once in a while, there is a plateau where you can stop 

and catch your breath.  But then the path breaks out onto a ledge, on the edge of a cliff, where the ledge 

overhangs the valley, and you can see for miles.  But do I ever plan to climb a big one?  No thank you. 
 

That doesn’t mean that mountain-top experiences are to be avoided.  Not at all.  The view from high-up is 

magnificent.  It is wondrous and glorious.  But a mountain top can be dangerous, as it leaves you exposed to 

the elements, the high altitude can make it difficult to breathe, and there are passages that are difficult and 

cliffs to avoid. Yet Jesus often went up hillsides and mountains to pray.  I presume he looked for solitude 

and peace.  And at times he took some of the disciples with him. 
 

The Feast of the Transfiguration was one such time.  The disciples had gone with Jesus and as Jesus was 

praying, he became luminous.  The disciples were probably frightened, and when Moses and Elijah ap-

peared they were probably terrified.  Yet they know that they were a part of a holy moment.  Peter tried to 

prolong that moment, by suggesting that shelters be built for them, but that was not to be.  Then Jesus told 

them not to speak of their experience to anyone.  And of course, they had to come down from the mountain. 
 

I wonder if this was a preview for them of what was ahead of them. They walked through hills and valleys 

with him, and saw wondrous deeds and miracles. Perhaps having a glimpse of the holy gave them the 

strength to carry them through Jesus’ last days.  Perhaps their various experiences with Jesus would all be in 

preparation for his death and resurrection. 
 

Lent is a time of preparation for us, so that when we come to Easter Sunday we may enter with joy and won-

der at the Resurrection.  We have all gone through times of struggle when we wonder if we will be able to 

carry on.  And at the same time, we have all had moments of wonder and exhilaration and beauty and joy 

and happiness.   
 

Our journey through Lent gives us an opportunity to remember both the joys and the struggles.  It gives us a 

time to reflect and look back and to see God’s hand at work in our lives.  It is a chance to remember the 

climb, the level places, the view from the edge.  But unlike the disciples, we are encouraged to share of our 

experiences and let others know what difference there is in a life of faith.  By our very lives we are an exam-

ple.  Let us pray that through this coming season of Lent we will be used by God to open hearts to God’s 

redeeming love and welcome others into our faith family.  

2 

mailto:madpadre@gmail.com%20C:/Users/User/Documents/accesilbility


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deacon Lorna and Reverend Sharon have been very busy at the Par-

ish of St. Luke’s in Creemore.  Deacon Lorna shares with us, all the 

wonderful things that are taking place in the quaint Village of Creemore.  Lorna and the 

Parishioners of St. Luke’s are extremely active in Creemore and the surrounding area.  

The fellowship at Sunday services and the incredible outreach into the community and 

environs is so special to the local residents.  Deacon Lorna’s report follows…… 

 

LENT MADNESS IS COMING! 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting the day after Ash Wednesday, 32 saints from across the centuries of the Christian tradition will 

go “head to head”.   Each day during Lent (except on Sundays) you can have an opportunity to learn 

about two saints, and vote for your favourite.  You’ll be voting along with thousands of other Anglicans.  

Some of these saints are household names, others, you’ve never heard of, but should meet! 

 

Of course, it’s all in good fun, it’s 100% free of charge, and it’s an opportunity to learn about some inspi-

rational figures of our faith.  You can play by going to www.lentmadness.org and sign up for their daily 

emails and reminders to vote.   As well, for additional fun, Fr. Michael at All Saints’ will be sending out 

daily picks and foolish predictions, so email madpadre@gmail.com to get on that list.  

St Luke's report 

Greetings everyone, 
 

With the new snow we are now enjoying the winter wonderland that we all are used to!! 
 

In the November newsletter I mentioned that St. Luke's and the Clearview Community Church were joining to-

gether for a Christmas Eve service.  The weather  did not cooperate for Sharon and I to travel to Creemore, but 

despite the weather,  Clayton Culham from the CCC and Sheila Koss from St. Luke's led the service.  There 

were sixty eight people in attendance on that blustery night to sing joyfully that our Saviour had been born.  We 

hope there will be other opportunities to share services in the future. 
 

Our Christmas Joy outreach was wide spread, and supported families in and around Creemore.  I was also able 

to coordinate support for two families at the public school in Wasaga Beach. 
 

Our foodbank outreach is continuing to grow, and we continue to be supported by our partners, Foodland, The 

100 Mile Store, and the YP Patisserie, as well as donations from the community.  We appreciate everything the 

business owners are doing to support our community.    We have several new volunteers for packing day and 

from the sounds of the laughter everyone is enjoying themselves! 
 

On December 1, there was a fire in the building that was the Sovereign Restaurant.  Six families  were displaced 

and St. Luke's was able to accept donations big and small for the recipients.  Our small village certainly proved 

that we are the "village with the big heart". 

Lent is traditionally associated with austere spiritual disci-

plines such as fasting, prayer, and repentance, but it can also 

be a time to have some fun and learn about some heroes of the 

faith. That’s where Lent Madness comes in! 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Great things are happening at Prince of Peace An-

glican Church in Wasaga Beach as well!!  Since our 

last newsletter, the Parish of Prince of Peace now has a new priest!  For the first 

time in its history, a priest has been officially ordained at Prince of Peace Church! 

   

There was lots of excitement at Prince of Peace on January 22, 2023 as the Rever-

end Louise Dightam was ordained priest by Bishop Riscylla Shaw, suffragan 

bishop of the Diocese of Toronto. 

   

“This is the first time a priest has been ordained at Prince of Peace in our 73 years of history”, remarked Valerie 

Beasley, church warden.  “It is a great day for us in the Beach!” 

 

Rev. Dightam started her ministry at Prince of Peace in August of 2022.  She explains that her passion for ministry is 

anchored in the sharing of God’s love, and she is excited to be leading a congregation with such a big heart. 

   

In our newsletter today, Rev. Louise has shared with us, a special message.  This can be found at the end of the news-

letter. 

There is a public panel on Friday February 10 from 5 - 7pm at the Station on the Green.  I will be speaking 

about the foodbank crisis, and the other participants will be The New Farm and Hogwild Farm.  The New 

Farm is a well established organic farm which supports food banks in the city, and Hogwild farm is a new 

farming initiative. 
 

St. Luke's is once again having a monthly Soup day.  This was very popular pre-Covid, and we are so 

pleased to be able to offer this again.  Members of the wider community are coming forward to make deli-

cious soups for all to enjoy.  Donations will be given to the foodbank. 
 

We are also beginning our Let's Eat Healthy education program.  This is the first session open to the public, 

and will be held on Feb. 18th from 10-1.  Adults and children 10+ are invited to bring your slow cooker 

and learn something new.  Sharon McCormick from United Way will lead this particular session.  Space is 

limited to please contact Lorna is you would like to attend, or know someone who might be interested. 
 

We are pleased to welcome Brian and Mary Rider into the St. Luke's family.  
 

Our annual Vestry meeting will be March 5, 2023 immediately following our 11:15 service.  Please plan to 

bring a bag lunch.  Coffee and tea will be provided. 

  

Thank you for your continued support for our Southern Georgian Bay Regional Ministry. 
 

Blessings, 

Lorna 

Deacon, St. Luke's Creemore 
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Rev. Louise, in her new role as “Incumbent”, is now involved in many activities that are upcoming at Prince of Peace.  

Please see the list of all the wonderful things taking place over the next couple of months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coming Up at Prince of Peace 

Pancake Supper: Tuesday Feb 21 - 4:30 to 6:30 pm 

Wasaga Beach World Day of Prayer: March 3 at 2 pm, hosted by Prince of Peace 

New: Men’s Group now meets every Wednesday at 7 pm to 8:30 pm 

 

Lenten Series:  Creating with Scripture - Five Wednesdays in March - 10:30 am to 12:30 pm   (March 

1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 - Attend any or all sessions) 

We will focus on Sunday’s Gospel text as we respond to Jesus’ invitation to “Come and see” what he is do-

ing in the world.  We will respond to scripture through an exploration of colour and words, music and im-

ages, imagination and poetry, followed by a Eucharist and simple soup lunch at Prince of Peace. All wel-

come.  More info: PrinceofPeaceChurchWB@gmail.com     

 

Services at Prince of Peace: 

Ash Wednesday: Feb 22 at 10 am 

Maundy Thursday: April 6 at 7 pm 

Good Friday: April 7 at 10 am 

Easter Sunday April 9 at 9:30 am  
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The final meeting of the Rector’s Book Study on “Why Gather, the Hope and Promise of the Church”, will be held o 

Wednesday, March 1st.  The Lenten Book study discussions for the book, “on Repentance and Repair:  Making 

Amends in An Unapologetic World”, (written by Rabbi  Danya Ruttenberg, have not yet been determined.  If you are 

interested in being a part of these discussions, please let Father Michael know. 

 

Susan Scouten has reminded us of Shrove Tuesday, February 21st, and the Pancake Dinner.  Please see the poster for 

all the details! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gill Elias has shared with us, another of her most wonderful “Covid Cooking Corner” recipes and she is so glad to 

share it with our parish friends in Creemore and Wasaga Beach.  This week it is “spicy sausage and split pea soup”!  

Enjoy!!! See page 10 for the recipe.  

 

Bruce Mackison is the archivist of All Saints Church.  He knows virtually everything that has taken place at All 

Saints’ since the 1850’s!  (well, that might be a bit of a stretch, but he probably has a record of everything!) 

  

 

 

All Saints’ has been a “hive of activity” 

over the past six months!  We have seen 

many individuals join in with CO-3 

(Coffee, Cookies and Conversation) on 

Thursday mornings, Colourful Medita-

tions on Saturday afternoons, Book Club 

and Bible Study groups, the Community 

Friendship Dinner meals and the wonder-

All Saints’ Anglican Church Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Tuesday February 21st 2023  

Time: 5pm  

Where: All Saints Parish Hall  

Menu: Pancakes (regular and gluten free)  Sausages Fruit Salad Dessert  

Cost: Free Will Donation  

Everyone Welcome Bring a friend  
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As a special inclusion for this “regional ministry newsletter”, Bruce has shared with us a very special report…

FEBRUARY 18, 1855- ‘A BEGINNING’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce also submits a report for the weekly, All Saints’ Alive Newsletter.   Here is his report for this week.. 

 

DID YOU KNOW?… that a wooden barrel used to transport and store smoked or salted fish, served as a pulpit for 

services in 1855 and 1856, when the Anglican congregation had no settled location in Collingwood. 

 

 

Rector’s Warden, Penny Bourne has submitted a brief report from the All Saints’ Wardens. 

“As we are getting closer to our Vestry meeting on Sunday, February 26th, the Wardens would like to thank those 

people who have worked so hard this year to make All Saints the wonderful community it is.  Our Clergy, Staff and 

the many volunteers have made such an enormous difference to us all. 

 

We would like to thank Nancy in our church office and John Kirby and the regular contributors to the All Saints’ 

Alive newsletter.  This has been a wonderful communication for us all to enjoy during the pandemic and beyond.  

However, in an effort to cut costs, as many are being mailed out or delivered, we decided that the newsletter will now 

be published bi-weekly, beginning in March. 

   

The Clergy, Staff and Wardens continue to meet once a month, so if you have any concerns, please let us know.”      

Penny Bourne, Rector’s Warden. 
 

Oral tradition tells us that the first service for the adherents of the Anglican Church, then 

known as "The United Episcopal Church of England and Ireland" was held in the community 

that became Collingwood on Sunday February 18th 1855. This service took place on the sec-

ond floor of the small wooden building, a tavern that stood on the north east corner of Huron-

tario and Ontario Streets. The service is reputed to have been conducted by the Reverend 

John Langtry, a newly ordained Clergyman who was to minister to the early Anglican settlers 

in the western section of Simcoe County. Reverend Langtry was charged with the responsi-

bility of establishing the church in this large and almost empty wilderness.and at this time 

was working from a base in Creemore. 

 

With the rapid growth of Collingwood, Reverend Lantry found it necessary to move to the 

community where he was spending more and more of his time. The tavern being used for ser-

vices was destroyed by fire and over the next several months as the little congregation grew, 

regular services were held in a number of locations in the small community - private homes, 

commercial establishments and public buildings. Eventually, a small wooden church was 

constructed on the west side of Cedar Street between First and Second Streets. So began the 

Anglican presence in Collingwood, a presence that is as viable today as it was in the middle 

of the nineteenth century when the church was established and nurtured by men and women 

whose deep and profound faith has sustained it "From Generation to Generation”.  
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Lord, we pray for our Church, our Primate, our Bishops and our Priests, Michael, Sharon, Gordon, Louise and 

our Deacon Lorna.  We pray for our Staff, our Wardens and for all who call the Anglican Church, their 

“spiritual home”. 

 

Father, we are blessed to be the custodians of this wonderful part of your creation.  Most of us are most fortu-

nate to have the means to be able to live our lives in peace and comfort—and without need. 

   

However, there are many individuals in our midst who are not as fortunate.  In all three of our regional com-

munities, we see the need to help others. 

 

I end this edition of “IN GOD’S SERVICE”, with words from Rev. Louise.  She tells of her experience on her 

volunteer work at the Wasaga Beach Food Bank last week.  This could also be from Creemore or Collingwood 

or any other community in Ontario or Canada.  Thank you Rev. Louise for sharing. 
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Hunger and Housing Challenges in Wasaga Beach 

A large black Cadillac SUV tailgated me as drove to the Wasaga Beach Ministerial Food 

Bank last week. As the driver honked their horn to urge me to make my turn more quickly, I 

reflected on the contrast between the impatient driver, who evidently had a comfortable life-

style, and the souls waiting patiently in the cold, waiting for the Foodbank to open. 
 

You can read in the media about food insecurity and the housing crisis, the increasing des-

peration of people trying to find a place where they can afford to live (the average rent for a 

studio/bachelor apartment in the Beach is $1,250).  You can try and imagine people trying to 

make ends meet and support a family on minimum wage ($2,700 a month full-time) or on 

meager monthly Ontario Disability payments of $1,228.  Or the people on Ontario Works 

($733 a month), whose EI and resources have run out, struggling to get back on their feet.  

And you can look at statistics, like the fact that the Foodbank in the Beach serves over 1,000 

individuals every month, with new clients being added every week.  But the numbers don’t 

convey the human impact. 
 

In my three-hour shift Thursday morning shift at the Foodbank I typically interact with 30 to 

40 households, each receiving enough food for about one week in the month.  A large group 

of volunteers and donors keep the foodbank operating, under the leadership of seven 

churches in Wasaga Beach (Anglican, United, Presbyterian, Faith Evangelical, The Way, 

Clearview and Wasaga Community churches). 
  
I am blessed to interact with the clients who come to the Food Bank and get to know them a 

little. Sometimes we pray, sometimes we tell jokes, sometimes there are tears.  I thought 

you’d like to hear some of their stories. (For confidentiality reasons these are composites 

with personal details changed.)  Let me introduce you to them: 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARISHES OF ST. LUKE’S, PRINCE OF PEACE AND ALL SAINTS, RE-

SIDE ON THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE ANISHNAABE AND WENDAT PEOPLES.  THIS AC-

KNOWLEDGEMENT REMINDS US OF OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND TO THE 

ANCESTRAL LANDS ON WHICH WE LIVE, LEARN, SHARE AND PRAY. 

 A young single mom, with three little kids.  Her partner is gone – she doesn’t share 

the details, but he doesn’t provide any financial support. She has the toddler with her 

and her rusty old car is making an alarming clatter.  She says she is getting behind on 

her bills and hopes she won’t be evicted.  She asks for extra milk. 

 A 70-year-old man.  He lives in a modest apartment (a former motel) and doesn’t 

have a car.  He always has a joke to tell as he lines up for his food, which he packs up 

in a large backpack to carry home.  He knows the foodbank offers delivery but I sense 

he likes the social interaction of coming in person.  He is diabetic and would like 

brown bread. 

 A 69-year-old grandmother.  She has just taken custody of her two grandchildren, and 

is trying to support them on her pension.  She is looking for a job and doesn’t know 

how she is going to make ends meet.  She weeps as she shares her story.  She says she 

needs “everything.” 

 A 40 year-old man.  He lost his job a month ago, but has found a new one, however 

his EI has not arrived and he has run out of food.  He says he will be back to donate to 

the foodbank once he gets on his feet.  He just needs some food, anything would be 

great. 

 A frail senior, about 80.  She says she was doing fine until the cancer hit, and now she 

has to go to Toronto for cancer treatments.  The costs of the travel and other expenses 

mean she doesn’t have enough for food.  We talk to her about community supports. 

 A 55-year-old man, dressed in two heavy coats with his possessions in a shopping 

cart.  He is on ODSP and walks painfully, hunched over, due to an injury.  He has 

been living outside to save up for first and last month’s rent, and has just signed a 

lease for a tiny apartment.  He has the number to call for the shelter but he had a bad 

experience sharing a room with someone who was violent, and only goes to the shel-

ter when it is really cold.  He carries a bag of day old doughnuts to throw to the coyo-

tes if they come to pester him at night.  He tells me he plans to get off ODSP and get 

a job because he can’t live on what he gets on ODSP, but as he limps away I wonder 

what kind of job he can manage.  He only wanted a few things that can be carried and 

eaten cold. 

As Christians we are called to help the poor, and to be the voice of the vulnerable.  I ask your 

prayers for all those who suffer in our communities, for the many volunteers for help them, 

and for government policy-makers to consider the human cost of homelessness and hunger in 

our midst. 
 

Blessings, 

The Rev. Louise Dightam, Curate, Prince of Peace 
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Covid Cooking Corner: As I type this it is a gorgeous sunny day, but I feel it can’t last. So 

in preparation for the next onslaught of winter, I am sending you a wonderful warming soup. 

This is so hearty it makes a great dinner, simply served with a little salad and some warm 

crusty bread. Please enjoy. 

 

Spicy Sausage and Split Pea Soup 

1 lb.  spicy sausage (Chorizo or Italian sausage), sliced into ½ inch pieces 

1 cup  chopped onion 

2 cloves garlic, crushed 

1 rib  celery, diced   

1 cup  diced carrots   

1 lb  split peas, checked for stones and debris, rinsed 

1 cup  white wine 

6-7 cups chicken stock 

½ tsp  dried thyme 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Sour cream for garnish (optional) 

Note: If you have any ham bones leftover, including them in this soup is a fantastic way to 

use them up and to add an extra richness to the finished dish. 

 

Method 

1. In your largest heaviest pan, sauté the sausage over moderate heat until it is lightly 

browned and some of the fat has been released. 

2. Remove the sausage with a slotted spoon and set aside. 

3. Meanwhile pour off all but 3 Tbsp of the fat and sauté the onions, celery, carrots, and 

garlic with a little salt until soft (but not browned) 

4. Next add the split peas, stir to coat with fat. 

5. Then add the wine, broth and thyme. Season with a little salt and pepper (watch the 

salt if using canned stock) 

6. Simmer the mixture gently for about 11/2 - 2 hours. Stir occasionally. Towards the 

end of the cooking time add the sausage back into the soup. 

7. If the soup becomes too thick then add a little extra stock or water. 

8. If using the ham bone, remove from the soup and cut off any meat that was left on the 

bone and add back into the soup. 

9. Taste for seasonings and garnish with a dollop of sour cream and a pinch of paprika; 

serve with warm crusty French bread…..and snuggle up on the sofa with a good book 

or a great movie. 
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