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Welcome to our December newsletter for the Anglican churches in South Georgian Bay!  Advent is upon us and 

Christmas is just around the corner.  Our newsletter shares with you, information on the wonderful things that are 

happening at St. Luke’s, Prince of Peace and at All Saints’. 

 

Rev. Sharon has shared with us, a message about Advent 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT 2022 

The first line of Psalm 122 reads:  I was glad when they said tome, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord!”.  I was struck by how much this Psalm spoke to me this year.  In a way, it felt like 

the Master of Understatement!   That simple word “glad” only begins to describe the feelings 

that we have experienced, in the simple act of entering our church buildings, after two and a 

half years of the pandemic.  Emotions have been all over the map.  Joy, gladness, relief, ex-

citement, anticipation, and yes, fear, are just some of the words to describe how it has been to 

again be able to enter into sacred space.  As a priest, it was almost shocking during the 

Eucharist to say, “the Lord be with you”, and then have the actual response “And also with 

you” be spoken.  After having to imagine this response while we were in lock down, now to 

hear real voices from real people is genuinely heartwarming.   

  

There must have been similar emotions when the people of Israel were able to return to the 

temple, either after the rebuilding of the temple, or having returned from exile.  To again be 

able to pray and worship together was something longed for…just as it was for us during the 

pandemic.  We had the use of technology, either in zoom and Facebook meetings or on other 

online gatherings, but it simply was not the same as actually being face to face.  Now that we 

are able to gather, we again feel that sense of community and support and family.  We waited 

with longing for this day, and now celebrate with each other in God’s sacred space. 

 

In Advent, the beginning of a new church year, we too wait with longing for the coming of 

God’s kingdom.  The people of Israel prayed for a messiah, the one spoken of from of old, 

who would come and bring redemption for the house of Israel.  We too wait for the coming 

celebration of God Emmanuel coming among us.  Our God who chose to come and be one 

with us, the one who was and is and is yet to come.  What do we choose to do to get ready?  

What are the areas of our lives and hearts that need some housecleaning?  What are the new 

practices we can begin in order for our hearts and minds to be set to welcome the promised 

Messiah?  With a long absence, what does it mean for us to again walk into sacred space?  

We know that the “church” is not just the four walls of brick and stone, but the “church” is 

the people.  How can we live so as to invite others into a life of faith and a life of commu-

nity?  We are so blessed to again worship together, so let us invite others to experience the 

joy and blessing with us and build the community of God.  Let us together, with gladness, go 

to the house of the Lord.  
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The Anglican Churches of South Georgian Bay 

Invite you to these services 

 

December 18, Christmas Carol Sing 

Prince of Peace, Wasaga Beach, 7pm 

 

December 24, Christmas Eve 

St. Luke’s, Creemore, 4pm 

Prince of Peace, Wasaga Beach, 7pm 

All Saints, Collingwood, 5pm and 10:30pm 

 

December 25, Christmas Day 

Prince of Peace, Wasaga Beach, 9:30am 

All Saints’, Collingwood, 9:30am 

 

Poster of the Christmas services…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On Sunday afternoon, many visitors were treated to a wonderful concert of music and readings at the annual Les-

sons and Carols service at All Saints’.  Rev. Lorna, Rev. Louise, Rev. Canon Carol and Father Michael were 

joined by lay readers, Music Director Barry DaSilva and the All Saints Choir.  Refreshments were served after the 

service.  Thank you to all who assisted!  It was great to see people from all three regional parishes at the service!  

(Ed. Note…wonderful meeting Lucille and Joan from Prince of Peace).    
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Our “Covid Cooking Corner” article is a weekly recipe that appears in the All Saints’ Alive newsletter.  The rec-

ipe is written by Gill Elias and this week, we get to share it with our friends in Creemore and Wasaga Beach.  This 

week—"Smoked trout and Fennel Chowder”!  Bon Appetit! …thank you Gill!  (P.S.  Gill is reaching out to any-

one who would like to share a Christmas cookie recipe with her.  Please email her at alelias@sympatico.ca 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

With Christmas just around the corner, we would like to share a special video that features Leonard Cohen’s 

“Hallelujah” with Christmas Lyrics.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid Cooking Corner: The other day ,a friend of mine came round, and presented me with a beautiful 

piece of smoked trout. Luckily for me she doesn’t like fish. 

Well, it only took me a moment to decide what to do with this gift. You’ll see below a wonderful recipe, for 

a dinner party worthy soup (that’s very easy to make). Hope you enjoy it? 

Does anyone have a Christmas Cookie recipe that they would like to share with us all? Please send them to 

me alelias@sympatico.ca or Nancy. 
 

Smoked Trout & Fennel Chowder 

Adapted from Food & Drink Holiday 2014 

Serves 8 

3 oz.   butter 

1   fennel bulb 

2 small   leeks, white & pale green parts, washed and thinly sliced 

2 small   carrots, peeled and diced 

2 cloves  garlic, crushed 

2 bottles (236 ml) clam juice 

2 cups   water 

2   Yukon gold potatoes, peeled and diced 

1 tsps.   dried thyme 

3 cups   10% (half & half) cream 

2 cups   frozen corn 

Fresh ground pepper 

1 lb.   smoked trout, skin removed and then broken into pieces. 

Salt to taste 
 

Method 

1. Remove and save the fennel fronds (if available). Dice the fennel until you have 2-2 ½ cups 

2. Melt the butter in a large soup pot over medium heat. 

3. Add the leeks, fennel, carrots and sauté until just tender about 5-7 minutes. Add the garlic and con-

tinue to sauté for a further 3 minutes. 

4. Add the water, clam juice thyme and potatoes. Simmer until the potatoes and nearly cooked. 

5. Stir in the cream, corn and a dash of pepper. Simmer until the cream is hot and the potatoes are fully 

cooked. 

6. Stir in the trout and taste and season with salt and pepper as necessary. 

7. Serve and garnish with fennel fronds.  
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A little humour…..A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted 

passages in the Bible, Psalm 23.  She gave the youngsters a month to learn the passage. 

 

Little Ricky was excited about task, but he struggled and after the whole month, he could barely remember the 

first line.  On the day the kids were scheduled to recite the Psalm in front of the congregation, Little Ricky was so 

nervous.  Finally, it was his turn and he stepped up to the microphone and said, proudly,…. “The Lord is My 

Shepherd, and that’s all I need to know!” 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEWS FROM PRINCE OF PEACE 

Welcome back to “Prince of Peace Church”, in Wasaga Beach.  Rev. Louise and church leaders are doing an in-

credible job in the community of Wasaga Beach.  The reports and photos from Prince of Peace are attached be-

low.  Please read the full report and the highlights--a quilt, dedicated to the memory of Marlene Hayes and sewn 

by parishioners and the new outdoor sign in memory of Shirley Smith and Bill Millington.  Also, the future looks 

very exciting - read about all the things that Rev. Louise and her team are doing in Wasaga Beach.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Prince of Peace - Prince of Peace dedicated their 

new outdoor sign in memory of Shirley Smith and Bill Millington 

in October and on All Saints Day dedicated their quilt in memory 

of Marlene Hayes.  A monthly single women’s lunch was at-

tended by 18 women on November 8, while on November 16 a 

group of parishioners took part in an indoor clean up day.  Prince 

of Peace’s clothesline is now stocked with hats, scarves, mittens 

and socks for those in need in the community, and parishioners 

continue to serve at the Wasaga Beach Ministerial Food Bank. 

Coming Up at Prince of Peace 

Dec 17 at 10 am to 2 pm – Bake and Craft Sale 

Dec 18 Community Carol Sing at 7 pm - in support of The Busby 

Centre South Georgian Bay 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm 

Dec 25 Christmas Day at 9:30 am  
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Quilting in Faith 

During the early months of the pandemic five women at Prince of Peace decided to use fabric left from their 

new altar frontal to make a quilt.  It would be a biblical quilt, with each square representing a story in the 

Bible like Jacob’s ladder, Joseph’s Coat of Many Colours and Jesus’s Crown of Thorns. 

  

The quilters - Jane Lancaster, Mary Courtney, Heather Kaufman, Valerie Beasley and Nancy Perrault - did-

n’t know the final purpose of the quilt when they began, but they had faith that it would unfold. They de-

cided which square they would like to tackle, and Heather Kaufman, temporarily in Toronto, cut out the fab-

ric, labelled the pieces and mailed packages to each quilter. 

  

Many of squares were difficult and most did not come with instructions!  But they persevered.  The quilters 

kept busy sewing at home and tried to forget they were in a pandemic.  

  

Finally, in the summer of 2022, the quilters met in the church basement and set out the squares in a pleasing 

but challenging pattern called “on point.”  In September of 2022, just as they were finishing the quilt, be-

loved parishioner Marlene Hayes became ill, and before they knew it, she was at Campbell House hospice. 

  

Marlene died on October 4, 2022, and the quilters realised that the quilt begun in faith during the pandemic 

should be donated to Campbell House in her memory. 

 

Finally, the quilters came together to hand sew the two and a half inch binding around the outside of the 

quilt. And just as mothers, grandmothers and neighbours in the past, they sat at a table and hand quilted, and 

as they did, they shared stories and memories of Marlene. 

 

The quilt contains 18 biblical squares from the New and Old Testaments in addition to a maple leaf to repre-

sent our country. 

 

The quilt squares (listed from the top left): 

Row 1:  Cross and Crown, Wings of Eagles, Job’s Tears, Crown of Thorns. 

Row 2: Fish, Jacob’s Ladder, Garden of Eden. 

Row 3: Joseph’s Coat of Many Colours, Solomon’s Puzzle, Bright Morning Star, Canadian maple leaf. 

Row 4: Priscilla, David and Goliath, Dove at the Window. 

Row 5: Walls of Jericho, Children of Israel, Road to Damascus, Gethsemane. 

 

Pictured (left to right): Quilters Jane Lancaster, Mary Courtney, Heather Kaufman, Valerie Beasley and 

Nancy Perrault  
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St. Lukes continues to coordinate with the community to support the Creemore Community Foodbank, St. 

Luke's Christmas Joy outreach, and support for local Ukranian refugee families.  The Station on the Green is 

generously donating their coffee funds towards to our foodbank, as well as from the donation jar at the local 

hockey games.  We have seen another increase in the number of families that we serve each week.   

 

We are very honoured to have been selected as one of five parishes in the Diocese to receive a five thousand 

dollar grant from Kindred Credit Union!  Many thanks to Fr. Michael for his video expertise!  This video 

was also shown as a Missional Moment at Synod this past weekend.  We are continuing to renovate our of-

fice space and our new commercial shelving should be installed by the end of this week!  We are also very 

thankful for a generous donation from the Stayner Foodbank.  This will support us as we move forward. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Christmas Joy outreach supports families at Nottawasaga Creemore Public School, Worsley Elementary 

in Wasaga Beach, and those families who access via 211. We are thankful for the continued support of St. 

John's United church  in Creemore who so generously donate each year.  Families connected to the food-

bank will also receive Christmas Joy support. 
 

Sheila Koss as our Lay Delegate to Synod sent this in her report.  "With the theme of this year's Synod be-

ing " Cast the Net",  Bishop Asbil spoke about his younger years in Montreal, and his love of fishing and 

how a subsequent move to Ontario resulted in his never fishing again in his youth.  He spoke about us, the 

church, and how we have been forever changed due to Covid.  We have all had to change in areas of wor-

ship, our  outreach, and our interactions with each other.  We were reminded that although we may long to 

go back, we must go forward; as tired and tired and exhausted as we all are, we shall be replenished. "  "Cast 

the Net" visioning is moving ahead with more lay people becoming involved over the next twelve months. 
   

  

NEWS FROM ST. LUKE’S 

With all the wonderful things happening in Wasaga Beach at 

Prince of Peace, it is also so incredible to share the many things 

happening at “St. Luke’s” in Creemore….Rev. Lorna has shared 

with us an update about the outreach that is happening in south 

Clearview.   “St. Luke’s” continues to outreach for the Commu-

nity Foodbank, the local Ukranian refugee families and the Christ-

mas Joy Outreach.  As you will read in the attached report, “St. 

Luke’s” has been a recipient of a $5,000 grant to support its out-

reach activities.  

 

Food Bank Grant For St. Luke's, Creemore - Kindred Credit Union has awarded the Food 

Bank program at St. Luke's a $5000 grant.  This Mennonite-affiliated credit union, based out 

of Waterloo, offered five grants of five thousand dollars each to churches that were seeking to 

address food security issues in their communities. 
 

We think of Creemore as an affluent destination spot in the country, but thanks to inflation 

and the cost of living, hunger is very real there as it is everywhere.  Led by the Rev. Deacon 

Lorna May, the Creemore team has been building a program of volunteers from across the lo-

cal community and its churches, and has gained the support of local businesses.  Each week, 

Lorna and her team help a growing number of individuals and families. 
 

The team put together a video to explain their program, and the video helped convince Kin-

dred to award them this grant.  The video can be found on the All Saints’ Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/allsaintscollingwood 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’ 

All Saints’ Church is a very active place now that Covid restrictions have been lifted.  Services continue on 

Wednesday morning, followed by Bible Study, CO-3 on Thursday and of course, our Sunday morning service at 

9:30.  There are many other things happening as well…..a “tree trimming” social at the Rectory on Saturday, De-

cember 3rd (4:00pm to 6:00pm) and a special Vestry taking place after the church service on Sunday.  The Vestry 

is also available via zoom—please contact Nancy in the church office to register for the zoom broadcast. 

 

The next Community Friendship Dinner is coming up in mid-December--more information on this next week in 

All Saints Alive.  Susan and her team are also preparing for a Christmas Day Delivery Dinner and this too, will be 

explained in more detail closer to the actual date. 

 

Birthday greetings go out this week to Joan Miller and to Heather Gwyn Timothy, former priest at All Saints’.  

We hope Joan and Heather had wonderful birthdays last week! 

Pre-Synod meetings were held in October via Zoom.  These meetings provided  a lot of the background and 

information  about the motions that were to be presented at Synod.  This allowed members time to peruse and 

digest the information and be prepared to vote.  The changes to the Canons and Constitution are to enable us 

to move "nimbly" as the visioning process continues. 
 

Friday afternoon allowed for small groups to discuss the "Cast the Net" visioning process, and how our par-

ishes may be involved and where we may see ourselves in the year to come. 
 

Many of us may long for in-person meetings while others feel more comfortable virtually.  Our church is 

changing.  And as Bishop Asbil reminded us, we must move forward, and we shall be replenished. 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will be a combined service with the Clearview Community Church, at 4pm.  This 

will be a wonderful service for families of all ages, so invite your  friends and neighbours! 
 

Blessings to you all, 

Lorna 
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Quiet Christmas - These past few years have been tough going while dealing with the restrictions from the 

pandemic, but especially so for those of us who have experienced the loss of a dear family member or 

friend.  This can make the holiday season difficult to maneuver.  While the rest of the world seems joyful 

and ready to celebrate the holidays, we might not be ready to join in the festivities with the energy of past 

years. 
       

On December 21st, at 7 p.m., All Saint's is hosting an evening service, Quiet Christmas, as a time to reflect 

on the meaning of the Christmas Season, but also a time to remember and honour those who have passed.  It 

is intentionally a quiet service with acts of remembrance, candle lighting, prayers and music. You are in-

vited to attend with friends and family so that we can offer support to each other.  There will be a time of 

refreshment following the service.  

All Saints’ Wardens’ Report   

We are sorry to report that Warden Kathi Wilkinson has resigned her position as Deputy Rector’s Warden 

effective immediately.  Kathi has other commitments and wants to spend more time with her family.  We 

thank her for almost four years of dedication and unfailing help to us all, and wish her well. 
         

A new warden will be appointed at the Vestry meeting in February. 
 

On a happier note, many of us enjoyed the Advent services on Sunday, especially the Lessons and Carols.  

We were delighted to greet many people from Prince of Peace and St. Luke’s.   Thank you to Barry and Fr. 

Michael for organizing a wonderful opening for the Advent season. 
 

Our next Wardens’ meeting is on December 6th, so please contact one of the wardens if you have something 

to bring to our attention. 
 

Penny Bourne 

From the All Saints’ Archives….DID YOU KNOW, that the altar at All Saints’, Collingwood, was built by Henry 

Trott, cabinet maker and founder of the Trott Furniture Company.  The altar is reputed to have been built without 

any metal nails!  Last week’s edition of All Saints Alive carried an item referring to the Trott Family and the fu-

neral home that operated in Collingwood up until the latter part of the 20th century.  It was a common practice in 

many communities during the 19th and early 20th centuries that the local furniture store also functioned as a the 

local funeral home….such was the case in Collingwood with the Trott Furniture Company.  For many years it was 

a major industry in the town, operating in the large building that still stands on the south west corner of Second 

and Hurontario Streets.  (From the archives of All Saints’ Church, Bruce Mackison, Archivist). 

 

An update from Warden Penny Bourne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In your prayers this week, please remember those whose names are on the prayer lists in our churches.  We also 

pray for their caregivers and for all who assist others in need.  We pray for our families, our friends and for all 

who we meet in our travels.  Lord, help us to live each day for your pleasure. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PARISHES OF SOUTH GEORGIAN BAY, RESIDE ON THE TRADI-

TIONAL TERRITORY OF THE ANISHNAABE AND WENDAT PEOPLES.  THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

REMINDS US OF OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS AND TO THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS ON WHICH WE LIVE, SHARE, LEARN AND PRAY. 

“Please pray for these people during the week” - Ayako Yoden, Dave Foster, Brenda Teeter, Bob Teeter, 

Sandra Girdle, Mary Ratensperger, Shirley Normore, Bob, Bev Baxter, Ann Bye, Paul Reid, Eric Vignola, 

Ian Sewell, Ruth Wallace, Barbara Johnston, Wolf, Rosemary Dickenson, Marnie Potter, Ruth Daniels.  
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